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T was about twelve Months ago that my mind, as is 

but too frequent with me, void of ſtability, rambled 
from one theme to another, and, for a conſiderable 
time, continued its vagary to that degree, that 1 found my- _ 
ſelf utterly incapable of fixing my attention on any ſubject 
that preſented itſelf, however intereſting and important it 
might ſeem. At laſt an awful ſibjet, DEATH—all-con- 
quering DEATH! preſented itſelf to me, and that not in a 
very deſirable form, but in all the deformities of an impla- 
cable enemy to nature. This unwelcome, though import- 
ant ſubject, prevailed upon and ingroſſed my attention in 
ſuch a manner, that for a fortnight's ſpace I maintained an 
almoſt conſtant intercourſe with that awful production of 
fin; throughout the whole length of the day, whether I 
was in the cloſet, at the table, or taking 2 turn on the 
flowery banks of the Severn, my friendly neighbour, I was 
always employed in viewing the features of his awful coun- 
'tenance.; marking, as well as I could, the proportion of 
8 | his 
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his parte, and duly obſerving his formidable retinue. it 
was thus I employed myſelf, whilſt the chearful. Sug illus. 
mined our horizon, and nature rejoiced in his genial rays: 


not was 1eſs intent on the awful ſubject, when ſilent night 
ſpread furth her ſable curtains over the kingdom, and in- 


vited the labourer to refreſhing reſt: for either my eyes 
reſiſted the leaden influence of ſſeep, or the viſiting ſlumber 


brought the thoughts of DEATH along with it. One par- 


ticular inſtance of my nocturnal converſation with that uni- 
verſal Pillager, Ieſteem not unworthy of a public hearing, 


therefore ſnall do myſelf the pleaſure of relating it. 


1 happened, one night, after I had been ruminating deeply 
through all the day, on that awful ſubject, that when I was 
in bed J could not compoſe myſelf for ſeveral hours to reſt, 
but numbered the clock from eleven till two, ſo deep was 

the impreſſion which the exerciſe of the day had left upon 
my mind: then it was that I began to feel the power of an F 
alarmed-ſenagination ; for in one ſtrain, of thought I fancied - 
that I beheld. the dreaded monſter approaching me with his 
opened commiſſion in one hand, and a reſiſtleſs dart in the 
other, with which he intended piercing my reluctant heart, 
aud the hated grave cloſe at his heels, yawning with eager 
deſire for a prey. The man who knows the extent, of 
his own fortitude, and the proweſs of nature's . arm, will "on 


not brand me with cowardice, though I tell him, that ſuch. 


a ſtriking diſcovery made my timorous nature to ſhrink, and 


turn its back on the inflexible enemy: 


d work, alas! to join rhe Wah ys | 
* Unleſs defended from his balefut ſtingg. 


At another time 1 fancied that I ſaw the tyrant in the form 
of a 9 wereathing his da bulk beneath the 
s 
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feet of #olbi ious perſonage, who bore five ever flowing wounds 


whith he received on the day that haughty death imagined 
the heavenly' country was added to his earthly dominions-. 
And indeed well might the inſatiable tyrant conceive ſuck 
a a preſumptuous thought, ſeeing, ſtrange as it may ſeem, - 
the Lord, the fountain of life himſelf, had fallen into his 
hands, nor did the regardleſs monſter pay the leaſt defe - 
rence to his immaculate perſon. But well for man it was, 
that as the Saviour fell he ſeized the king of terrors in his 
moſt hideous form, and wrenched from him the fatal ſting, 
the ſad repoſitory of his ſtrength, and diſabled him of the 
leaſt hurtfulneſs to the choſen race. This holy Conqueror, 
for reaſons known to himſelf, and profitable to us, was 


pleaſed to viſit the dwellings of the dead, and, for a ſeaſon, 


_ ſubmitted himſelf to the arreſt of death; but the third 
bleſt morning come, he ſhook the duſt from him, burſt the 
barriers of the tomb, forſook the confines of death, and in 
holy triumph held forth the poiſonous ſting, and faid, 1 
have overcome death, and him that had the power of death. | 


When I was indulged with ſuch a mental viſion as this, I 


thought that emboldened nature collected its force and ad- 
vanced to gaze on the expiting monſter, O! thought I, if 
I could always view that cruel adverſary, in his ſtingleſs 
condition, ſprawling at the feet of his wondrous conqueror, 
I could meet him with as little fear, as a child would ſport 


himſelf with a harmleſs lamb. As I was meditating on theſe 


5 awful ſubjects, gentle ſlumbers ſeized me with their lulling 
charms, and ſoon wafted me into the arms of downy ſleep, 


where I lay the reſt of the night inactive in body, DEATH 


| having imprinted his | image u pou me, 


* 
45 


I Tn the mean while, the more Alan mind, after her 
5 ”_ Fave, rambled abroad through unmeaſured ſpace, 


B 2 Mounted 
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Mounted on agil fancy, ſhe ſoon explored the vaſt meridian 


from pole to pole ; then changing her courſe, ſhe winged her 


flight acroſs the countries, from the eaſtern depth to the 
 eccidental ſhore, and in its rapid journey my fruitful fancy 
| lined out a numerous train of viſionary objects; fo that 


now I had work enough cut out for the reſidue of the 
night, in turning over theſe phantoms of the miad. 


I DREAMED, that in one place I beheld the moſt beauti- 
ful garden that ever I had ſeen, repreſented by any type or 
print whatſoever, and which I preſume could be equalled 
only by Eden in its original beauty. In the midſt of this 
delightful garden aroſe a fountain, not of water, but of a 


ſlipꝛy ſubſtance, bearing ſomething of the reſemblance of 
| boiling pitch. I thought that the fountain flowed apace; 
and ſent forth innumerable ſtreams to every quarter of the 


globe, and that in ſuch plenty, that it diffuſed itſelf abroad 
through every corner of the land, inſomuch that every in- 
habitant was leſs or more bedaubed with the polluting matter. 


Gentlemen in ſcarlet and lace, ladies adorned with ſilver 
and gold-brocades; Fbcheld ſmeared with the filth of the 

fountain: from the high poſſeſſor of the royal chair, down | 

to the deſpiſed Lazar, all were polluted, though many of 
them perceived not the ſtain, Many of thoſe ſtreams join- 
ing in one, compoſed a river of a prodigions force, which 
paſſed through a ſpacious plain, and multitudes of people of 


both ſexes, high and low, rich and poor, of all denomina- 
tions and perſuaſions, young and old, I ſaw rolling in the 
polluted ſtream. Some ſwimming, others wading ; ſome 
faſter, others ſlower down the noiſome channel; ſome ſip- 
poüing, others lapping the foam of the unnatural billows, but 


all going along with the ſtream, which I perceived diſem- 
bogued-itſclf-on the other ſide of this world, in a lake which 
= 4 : | burneth 
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burneth- with fire and brimſtone, where the worm dieth 


ena where the fire is not e 


95 11 C4 52x 
AI . i adi I ſaw an infinite number of people; old 


at young, rich and poor, ſome decked with ornamental 


embroideries, rich brocades, delightful damaſks, &c. others 


hardly covered with deforming rags; ſome with their coaches, 


landaus, &c. attended witk a numerous retinue ; ſome on 
horſeback. following a pack ot hounds, others running on 


Foot, but- all purſuing the ſame chace. This promiſcuous 
body, as I thought, formed itſelf into a circle of a wide 
diameter, around the mouth of a dreadful volcano. Every 
member of the mixed multitude held an uninterrupted i 
purſuit around the ring. Thoſe who rode in coaches, 
chariots, and landaus went foremoſt in the mad proceſ- 
ſion; thoſe who ſtrode the martial horſe were next unto 


them; and the poorer ſort, who tramped it on foot, 
hicd after as faſt as they could. When I beheld the 
ardour of the croud, I could not help admiring what va- 
luable prize it might be, which prompted them to run 
with ſuch alacrity, and that even within the views of danger; 
but at laſt I eſpied what are commonly called the pleafures 


of life transformed into immaterial butterflies, a cloud of 


which cut their uneven flight around the above-named circle, 
and danced as wantons within a very ſmall diftance of the 
firſt rank of the purſuers ; and many of them, as ſtrag- 
ling flies, mixed themſelves with the various ranks of the 


fag - end of the multitude; and all the croud, as I thought, 


were intent on —_— the giddy _ ever ae and 
ever eee FS | 


802 EK TIMES the denen got within arms- length of mY 
bang Mes then they ſnatched with eager graſp, nothing 
2 B 3 doubting 
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dobtitig but the long-ſought prize at laſt was Won! Rut, 
O'the power of deceit! as ſoon as the enthuſiaſt opened his 
Hand, He ſaw With grief that the fly had eluded his diligedte, 
however er often it wantoned near him. Thus diſappointed, 
they doubled their diligence, and increaſed their ſpeed, m 
vtder tö accompliſh the deſired end; but this, notwith- 
ſtandiag all their diligence, I perceived to be impracticable; 

| for although the butterflies always kept in view, ſo ſabtle 
were they, they never could be caught; and yet ſoallur- 
ing was their wanton dance, that the mad purſuers, prompt 
with hope of attaining, conld*not be prevailed with to de- 
fert the chace, although at every turn one or more of the 
company tumbled into the pit, from whom there is no re- 
demption. But as the volcano in the center received thoſe 
whole race was run, others from the outſide joined the 
ranks, and filled up the place of the perſons loſt. And 
thus it was at every turn, for they were always drawing 
nearer and nearer to the pit, and thus they continued as long 


1s a third . I aw i in a id field, 'n e = 
number of people, moſtly old, or middle-aged, extremely 
buſy, and working upon their hands and knees, for whom I 
was touched with the tendereſt emotions of pity, looking on 
| them to be in a ſtate of the moſt abject ſlavery, but conld 
not for a time comprehend the nature of their ſervitude, 
being altogether unacquainted with fo ſtrange a ſort of toil. 
Their actions ſeemed much to reſemble thoſe of a mole, 
for though bands and feet, and every other organ, were 
cloſely employed, their þeads, their Plodding beads, were 
principally concerned in the work; and what before I took 
0c be ſuch ſervile drudgery, I ſoon learned to be their chief, 
i nat their G an 01 1 with What afacrity.Jid.they 
out 
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rout with their. heads, mole-like, in the earth n abel of 
 Jamewhat, but what it was I could not. at firſt comprehend, 
ul after lending a cloſe attention for ſome time to their. ma- 
tions, J perceived them to pick from the duſt amongſt which 
they routed certain particles of yellow duſt, With ſome- 
what, of a brilliant gloſs; and as ſoon as they, foupd any 
ol theſe, they kiſſed them, and hid them. in a cavern, very 
near the heart; and many of thoſe diligent, gentry. 1 flaw 
full proſtrate before the refulgent heap, - and, thus addreſs . 
it: GoLD! aderable gold! Gol. p, thou bleſſed, effect 


of mine own induſtry, be thou ever preſerved ſafe in my 


| poſſeſſion, and I deſire no other good, no other bleſſing 


but thee. Increaſe, O increaſe upon me! for thou an- 
ſwereſt all things, and I can be happy only in the poſſeſſion 
of thee. Avaunt every pilfering rogue; ye poor and needy 
keep for ever at a diſtance from my dwelling, and reap the 
reward of your ſlothfulneſs. And, O my 6c0LD ! continue 
to reſt in theſe bleſſed coffers, bleſſed only by thy preſence. 
Ceaſe thy roving, and ever here take up thy abidance, and 
here I vow, that my morning homage, and evening ado- 
ration, ſhall be paid to none but thee.” I faw, as J thought, 
ſome of them rout a whole ſummer's day, and prove very 
unſucceſsful, finding few or none of thoſe adored. particles 
of duſt; others were more ſucceſsful, and at every time 
they dived into the earth, they brought forth ſome lels, 
others more of the fulgent clay, and diſpoſed of it ſo a$to ' 
endue it with a generative quality, ſo that it annually begat, 
and. brought forth more of its own ſpecies. Others I ſaw 
who routed, long and ſore, but no increaſe enſuing they 
fell into a viſible diſcontent, and curſed the partial earth, 
Vhich beſtowed her favours on others, as they thaught, 
leſs worthy than themſelves. Some there were who toiled 
long, and were very ſucceſsful in the routing way, having 

| WM 4 heaped 
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heaped much of that precious duſt together; bar to their 
laſting mortification, ſome cunning neighbour; by a moſt 
maſterly artifice, got beyond and robbed them of the 
adored. metal. Others diligently routed both night and day 


in the. earth, and with the utmoſt care diſpoſed of their 
increaſe in ſome place of approved fafety; but in deſpite of 
all their, induſtry, they were mortified to the laſt degree, 
when they perceived that their own children, who played 
about their knees, and whom they loved above all things, 
next to their gold, were more dextrous in ſcattering the heaps 


abroad than they. themſelves were in collecting of them. 


| Likewiſe ſome were.there, who by long and inceſſant fatigue, 
had the pleaſure of gathering much of this yellow duſt to- 
_ gether, but ere they were aware, whilſt ſtanding in an 
adoring poſture before it, ſuddenly ſunk into the earth, and 
I faw them no more; but where they went to take up their 
future abidance I do not at preſent determine, only this I 
I ſaw, their. memory was ſoon forgotten, and the next heir 
reaped the fruit of their induſtry, Others there were who 
with indefatigable diligence had got almgf enough of this 


brilliant duſt, but ere the fool conſidered that it was periſh- 
able, he had the unſpeakable grief of {ſeeing it all ſwept 


away by ſome ſhower, or burned up by ſome flaſh of light · 
ning, ſent on purpoſe by the angry heavens ; on which dif- 


aſter ſome of them became quite diſconſohte, and went 
mouraing even to the grave. Others, of more heroic for- 


- yitdde, having ſuſtained loſs, immediately clapped down on 
their hands and knees, and went to work with their head 
in the earth, and routed therein with double diligence, re- 


ſolving by all means, juſt or unjuſt, to repair their ruined 


heaps, Having had a full view of this routing brotherhood, 
I eogld not forbcar Falgking that a Frople ſo very near re- 
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755 embling-the mole in its diſpoſitions and actions, might, with 
a W deal of «ole be named Hu MAN' panic 


| | A abi with beholdiog the tel actions of this 
1 groveling ſociety, I thought I bent my courſe to another 
| domain, where I ſaw a lofty tower, the top of which 


tranſcended the hoary clouds, for aught I know, as far as 
h they are higher than the earth, perhaps many times as far. 
1 The tower was built in a pyramidical form, divided into 
; great variety of ſtories, with a kind of winding way on the 
outſide, which led from one ſtory to another ; and you muſt 
1 think that a very dangerous way it ſeemed, ſeeing it had no 
battlements to guard its aſcendants. On every ſtory were 
built certain pinnacles, or ſmall towers, beautifully adorned 
1 \ 0 5 with garlands of flowers, plumes of feathers, titles of ſtate, 
= names of honour, &c. and on the top of the tower was a 
figure of clay, overlaid with the appearance of gold. This 
image was formed in the ſhape of a woman, beautiful at firſt 
ſight, but whoſe features continue to appear the groſſer 
06 F. the longer you look at her, She ſeemed to be crowned ; 
| with gold, adorned with ſparkling diamonds, and a zone 
ſtudded with precious ſtones begirt her ſwelling loins ; 
over her head was raiſed an azure canopy, embroidered 
with the fineſt gold. In one hand ſhe held titles and 
names, in the other a regal ſceptre, and in an inviting poſ- 
ture, ſhe ſtood on a marble pedeſtal, and this alluring 
| motto was wrote on her eſcutcheon. The valiant hero who | 
f hath courage enough to climb up to me, ſhall enjoy me. 0 
/ what buſtle was here amongſt people of all ranks, firiving 
i | who ſhould fooneſt aſcend the ſides of the tower, each 
ſtriving to poſfeſs himſelf of ſome place of eminence, with- 
| out conſidering the dangers to which they were expoſed by | 
their aſpiration ! Often have I ſeen the contention of the 


" Bn: . 5 nm; 
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ads did I ſee ſuch jockeying as vs here ;; hardly 05 
Hay thiug but joſtling and croſſing the way was to be 
feen amongſt them; when one was aſcended a-few!iReps 


 zabvrecthe vulgar level, and fancied himſelf ſecure of a place 
ef eminence, another prompted thereunto hy envy, or ſome 
_ dither principle equally vicious, came up to him, tripped 


up liis heels, and precipitated him into the mote which ſut 
rundbd the tower; for it ought to be obſerved, that this 
tower Was ſurrounded by a horrible puddle, into which 
many of thoſe who ſought to aſcend, were plunged with 


violence before they knew themſelves to be in danger, ei- 


ther by the jockeying of their opponents, or even when 
ſeated upon the long - deſired pinnacle, by ſome eddy guſt 
'burſting from the boſom of the tower, and precipitating 
them lower than they had been before. However, ſome 
few there were, who with indefatigable diligence attained 


almoſt the top of the tower, and on the ſpiral point of the 
pinnacles they ſwaggered with waving arms, and in a con- 
temptuous manner looked on the gazing croud who flood 
below, eager beyond meaſure to obtain a- ſmile of their 
lordſhips : but herein I thought the croud were greatly 
diſappointed; for no ſooner were any of theſe gentry put 
in poſſeſſion of a pinnacle, but inſtantly they drank of the 


obliviating waters of Lethe, and totally forgot the men upon 
-whoſe: ſnhoulders they climbed to thoſe ſeats of eminence. 
Nevertheleſs, ſo deeply infatuated were: thoſe who ſtood be- 


low, that they not only worſhipped the grandeur which they 


themſelves had put upon them, but firetched their expecta- 


tion beyond imagination, of receiving ſome convincing proof 


of their gratitude. But former depreſſions utterly forgot, the 


worthy gentlemen dwelt in their ſecure pomp, till, in an 
unhappy hour, a ruffling blaſt burſt ſwifily upon them, and 
furiouſly whirled them from their ſeats of honour? 

__ %%% 
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Sou two of three'aſcended even to the marble pedeſtal. 
avhere they fat adorned with plumes of feathers, but could 
hatUly be ſeen of the populace below, One thing eoncern- 
ing them I could not but think remarkable; for ſometindes 
chey appeared like a lamb, then like a lion or-acbearg5and 
if at any time the wind beat high upon them, they tranſ- 
formed themſelves into a willow, and bended-bentath che 
blaſt; otherwiſe into a ſtream, and thus they eluded the 
iron hand of danger; and when the ſtorm was over, they 
appeared like themſelves again; and the hauglity>madam 
"ole down with a mile _ them. 1 $100 Sons, 


Butt: of all the makin: there! was oaks one a at ; 
immediately at her feet in a royal chair; and upon his head 
ſhe reſted her hand and owned him her darling ſon. This 
favourite was a blooming majeſtic youth, in whoſe coun- 


tenance was to be ſeen wiſdom and magnanimity written in 


legible characters; and with deportment altogether differ- 
ent from thoſe who ſat near him, he looked down with an 
air of eftalkian to all the ranks below him 32 


Kum A VF as 1t may Fn this 3 RIES 1. 
withſtanding his merit and elevated ſtation, did not appear 
to be the moſt happy man in the world, for it was not dif- 
ficult to ſee anxious cares, and perplexing fears, crawling 
as ſo many ſnakes around his chair. I thought then, that 
ſurely the higher a man is in ſtation, he is the more empha- 
tically wretched, unleſs he can hug the ſervile chain like 
the mutable ſons of Proteus, or has learned to live above 
the caprice of fortune. I thought in my dream, that by 
what means ſoever any pinnacle threw its rider, or however 
dirty his fall might be, that no ſooner was the place pro- 
claimed empty dun numbers ſtrove N]ho ſhould firſb-yault . 
VEL — 
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into it. Here I ſaw a curate aiming at a vicarage, a yicar 
| at a bimopric, and a biſhop ſtriving for an archiepiſcopal 
| ſee. Here I faw a valet aſpiring to the fine gentleman, a 


22110 
bironer aiming at an earldom, and a country ſquire covet- 


: ing the direction of the nation. Here I alſo ſaw a private 


centinel aiming at a glorious halbert, 2 halberdeer at a cap- 


tuin ß place, a captain earneſtly ſuing for a regiment, and 
Prude, my lady s woman, affecting the name of Madam. — 


For my own part J thought, that when I ſaw the follies of | 
mankind, I could not help wiſhing that they were again 


; dleſſed with the right uſe of their reaſon, 


by laſt, more « fiayes, 2 wang myſelf in the middle of 
” ſpacious field, decorated with all the variety of nature, in 
bloom ; the freſheſt-verdancy, was the velvet-like ground 
work, embroidered with a richer variety of perfect colours 
chan e ever the delicate pencil of Apelles left on the ſtained 
canvas. I walked along admiring its beauties, raviſhed with 
the fragrancy of the full-blown flowers, which as oriental 
_ gems richly decorated the enamelled plain. I attended oc- 


eaſionally to the tuneful lark, as ſhe chanted her morning 
anthem to ber Almighty preſerver; ; anon, my raviſhed ear 
received the melody from the warbling throats of the black - 

bird and thruſh. Pleaſed to ſee and hear the ſpangled field 
Join in concert with the feathered ſongſters, who ſent forth 
their chirping melody from the flowery hedges; the one 


chearfully ſinging, the other ſweetly ſmiling, the great Crea- 
tor's praiſe: O man, ſaid I, Lord of this lower creation, 


what bleſlings doſt thou enjoy beyond the moſt extenſive 
5 privileges of all thy neighbours, the inhabitants of air, 


earth, and water! Conſcience, reaſon, and underſtanding, ; 


an erett polture of body, ſole dominion over all the num- 


berleſs ranks of creatures, animate and inanimate, which poſ- 


lefs 
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ſels this earthly globe, or the expanſive ſea; they are alt 
thine by divine donation, they all were made for thee : ſuch 
are thine mvalued privileges, joined with an ever-during 
exiſtence, and a capacity fitted for the eee CE an IN. 
"FINITE Goop ? 1 | . 

MO 164 2456 328-245 18100 
Fu are blefings baer to the ſite & favoured 
man, and for which only depraved man are capable of bee 
ing unthankful. But oh! let humanity bluſh at the awful 
conſideration ; notwithſtanding all our enjoyments, we, 
only we men, are idle, when univerſal nature joineth in ge- 
neral concert to ſpeak the great Creator's praiſe. Ingrateful 
man! ſhall the ſun, the moon and ſtars, with all the hoſts 
of heaven, unceaſing move. in general concord, and harmo- 
niouſly ſhew forth the praiſes of God? Muſt the fowis of 5 
the air, the beaſts of the field, and all the inhabitants of : 
the waters, animate and inanimate, be concerned in the en- 
hancement of his manifeſt glories, and thou, above all others . 
moſt beloved, and moſt indulged, alone remain dumb in the 5 
general concert; worſe than dumb, even refractory 3 Ua- 
grateful man! what will become of thee when the God of 


equity requires thy ſoul, and thou Nance 58 1 before 
his are e throne ? ? 


1 THOUGHT in my dream, that as I was thus ruminating; 
J was greatly ſurprized, by ſeeing the monſter. DEATH: 
enter into the field, through a breach which Sin had made 
in its fences. He appeared at firſt in form of a ſkeleton, 
with quiver and darts, as he is uſually drawn——The moſt. 
barbarous rage and inflexible cruelty ſat brooding over his 
hollow eyes, whilſt his unſeemly fingers eagerly graſped the 
irreſiſtible ſcythe: the mattock and ſpade, wrought in a 
er of corruption, with the reſemblance of empty ſhades 
triſking 
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frileing arer it, was the ſkeleton's flag; cloſe behind Him, 


e Ige it. 


ow 


1 THOUGHT that DEATH was no Pon eaten * 


field, than this meagre and greedy attendant addreſſed her- 


ſelf to him, in a craving manner, ſaying—Give—Cive— 
on which the cruel ſkeleton brandiſhed his ſhafts, and 
fiercely threw from his unerring hand firſt at one, then at 
another object, till whole nations fell almoſt at once be- 
neath his fatal javelin : and one inſtance in particular I faw, . 


of à whole generation being ſwept away by one ſtroke of his 


| ſcythe. Such was the amazing power that he had obtained 
from complicated Sin, that all, ef; pecially mankind, fell at : 


. — 5 


the firſt touch of the deſtructive dart; and as ſoon as fallen, 
this deteſted monſter licked them up, and the world-Taw | 
them no more. Here I ſaw this grand devourer made no 
diſtinction, betwixt this and that, but fed with as much 
delight on the fleſh of a beggar, as on that of princes and 


nobles; the celebrated beauty, and the youthful hero, ſeemed 
to afford no greater reliſh to the hungry grave, than the 5 
country landlady or ruſtic fwain ; old and young, beaute- wh 


ous and unſeemly, rich and poor, noble and ignoble, were 
Ny 223 together! in lig inſatiable Womb. 


1103 07 "I 4 6 FEAR *0 24; 7 Turi 1 91 


* 
9 D " * - 5 1 N i 
hed 4 707 2115 1 a P br 3. 8 / p * n : i * 1 710 : k z — Serin . 
4 i : um 8 * 7 CO via». 8 m 1 5 ow... . ,- FRA E777 T 
+ - — Lo — 9 5 
8 X , : © 
* 


almoſt: treading on his heels, followed a lean, ill looking 
fig, with extended jaws; at the ſight of which my blood 
child d my veins, and my fleſh ſhuddered on my bones 
with perfect averſion: nor was this averſion peculiar to me, 
fot I perceived that all nature ſeemed to fly from its preſence; 
and indeed, well might nature tremble at the thoughts of an 
encounter, for the ſame hunger · bitten follower of DE ATH 
caſt a Janguiſhing look on every 5 88 and ag with 


* . 
55 
8 
I 
; 
5 


Kia * 
. 


lowedd ec tall upright: perſonage, of the exacteſt ſymmetry in 


had took my ſtan in 


A V. I 5 8 | 1 O N. | 15 1 
Aa very ſmall diſtauce from this king of ierrors; fol- 


albhet parts her mien was noble, and all her geſture unis 


forme This royal and majeſtic perſonage, I thought t 


upoma ſeat of rigli judgment, and held a pair of equal ba · 
lanees in her hand, and had for her motto, I judge acid 


| ing th-every man's works; I thought that "thip=uprighe:® | 

lady, who was in herſelf the moſt perfect beauty, inveſted 
DEATH with dreadful array, and equipped him in the 

moſt of his terrors; as every human creature who fell a 

prey to the Ravager, was UNCUAey * in her im- 
1 balances. | 


Lunn of =" in 1 train of the e 4 a mon- 
ſter of deviliſh birth, and of ſuch a form as I had never 


5 ſeen before; ; it kept its eye, as I thought, continually fixed 


on the upright lady, whoſe name was JUSTICE, mak ing 
inquiſition for blood; and to this monſter was given everx 
perſon whoſe actions did not weigh according to, the rules 


of the ſanctuary, and they were all ſtored in its incorrupting 
bowels. And what was very ſtrange, notwithſtanding all 


the perſons who were givea to this inſatiable monſter te- 


mained entire within it, it continued as ſolicitous tor more 


as it was the firſt moment of its being. Then x Fl 


of thas.ſaxing, DEATH and HELL are never ſatisfied. 


1 gen 2 conſiderable time Ire the ftran zeneſs of 


the ſhow, and ſoon I began to diſcover ſomethh ng more z 


for DEATH metamorphoſed himſelf into a dragon of an 
enormous ſize, and approached near to the place where 


ding for obſervation : : fearful. leſt. ſhould, 
be the prey at which he aimed, 1 began to think of methods 


of xeſiſtance, as I could not reconcile myſelf to the thoughts 


of 
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| of the Py nor was I certified at that time, that I ſhould 
| eſcape hell if he ſeized me, Up he came within a very little 
| diſtance of me, which greatly rouſed my apprehenſions of 
by danger; but to my unſpeakable joy he turned off to the 
left, followed by his dreadful retinue, and turning my eye 
to that ſide of the field, I ſoon diſcovered the prey at which 
ö be aimed. A beauteons lady in all the grandeur of life, 
decked with the richeſt ſilks, adorned with gold, pearl, and 
precious ſtones; attended by a numerous train of obedient 
ſervants, and ſhe herſelf gliſtened like a goddeſs in the midſt 
| of them: every attendant carefully obſerved the glance of 
=] — her eye, the wave of her hand, or the nod of her head, 
WM _ ned by thoſe to read her nee and 5 + peg 


altogether unapprehenſive of danger, as none of them ſeemed 
to regard the monſter's approach, but maintained their jol- 
litry with as much delight as if DEATH had never been, L- 
born. Touched with pity, I thought I waved my hand to 
1 2 awake their attention, and intreated them to beware of yon- 
der dragon; but at that inſtant I beheld a kind of God, 
' who is ſaid to be preſident over this world, to raiſe a duſt, 
and ſpread a miſt before their eyes, ſo that they could not 
diſcern the paths of the Deſtroyer ; therefore they rejected 
4 my admonitions, mocked at my fervor, and bid me be gone 
7 for a prating fool. But ſeeing their imminent danger, and 3 
being moved with concern for them, I diſregarded their cla- Me 
1 morous ſpeeches, hardened my countenance againſt ſhame, 
_ and lift up my voice higher and higher, uſing many argu- 
| ments to perſuade them that the monſter DEATH was 
even then at hand to devour one or more of them : but all 
in vain ! for they would receive none of my admonitions, 
and mocked at my zealous concern. At laſt, unhappy mo- 
ment! 


| | Ar firſt I was much amazed to ſee this fovial company 5 
| 

| 

i 
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ment! the inexorable tyrant came up with them, and-with 


his forked talons ſeized my lady in the midſt of her jocula- 


rity. But O how it would have ſhocked you to ſee the 
conſternation ſhe was in, when ſhe firſt perceived herſelf en- 
venomed by his poiſonous ſting; for then ſhe was convinced 
that he aimed at her life, and was unwilling to the laſt de - 
5 gree to venture into the immaterial world, ſo much unknown 
to the beſt of men, and the DREAD of thoſe who are igno- 
rant of God! If gold and ſilver could have redeemed her 


from DEATH, ſhe would freely have given as much as 


would have built a cathedral, parted with all her attendants 
and finery, and lived in adverſity the reſtdue of her days; 


or if ſhe might have been exempted from the dreadful en- 


counter, ſhe would even have given up the beloved pleas 


ures of plays, operas, and dancing afſemblies. But alas! 


no bribe, nor promiſe of future amendment, could turn 
aſide the relentleſs arrow, or procure the once gay delin- 
quent the ſhorteſt ISR | 


Sur implored . 44 of her (ilfal abc, 1 


by her faithful apothecary; yea, a whole troop of the fa- 5 
culty were ſummoned to exerciſe all their wiſdom, by any 
means to reſiſt the rapacity of the inexorable zyrant; but 
all in vain: for ſad experience proved that no medicine, 55 


however ſkilfully prepared, is a ſufficient antidote againſt 


the poiſon of DEAT H's cankered ſting ; therefore the 
lady, however reluctant, was forced to ſubmit to the ſope⸗ 


rior power of the monarch of terrors. 


Havinc had a full view of all that paſt betwixt DEATH 


and the lady, I could not forbear reſlecting on the folly 


of inconſiderate 'mortals, who are every hour, for aught they 


know, ex poſed to death; and yet lire altogether 4 ſuan angers 


Cc to 


\ 
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to a certain, an approaching eternity; nor ſuffer the Teaft 


; thought of futurity to dwell upon their mind, but affidu- 


_ ouſly bury every ſerious reflection in the moat of ſenſuality ; | 
Tuſhing from one prophane delight to another, till unwel- 
come DE ATH puts an end to their career, and ſerves 


them as he did the unhappy lady. O what profit is there, 


ſaid I, in ſeparating leſs or more time every day for intimate 


fellowſhip with death ! In all probability, when grace is 


given ſo to do, our conflict with that mercileſs tyrant is far 
from being ſo terribly dreadful. It is true, I profeſs but a 
very ſmall acquaintance with men and things; yet I cannot 
but conjecture, that one reaſon why this lady and her 
_ acquaintance ſo utterly detefted diſcourſes concerning 
DEATH, might be, becauſe ſuch diſcourſes have a na- 
tural tendency to ſtrip the fantaſtic pleaſures of the fleſh of | 
all their imaginary charms, Then ſaid I again, O bleſſed, 
diſcriminately bleſſed of the Lord are they, whoſe exalted 


- pleaſures can conſiſt with the moſt intimate acquaintance 
and fellowſhip with DEATH! Thoſe, and only thoſe 
are fit to enter the liſts with that formidable enemy to na- 


ture, who can in life maintain converſe with him without 


. ſpoiling the rank of the 18 5 


I THOUGHT in my PEA that DEATH having finiſh- 
ed his buſineſs with madam, he transformed himſelf from 
the appearance of a dragon into the likeneſs of a grave and 


not uncomely perſonage, cloathed in a long flowing white 


robe, which hid all his native deformities. Thus equipped 
he directed his courſe towards me, which once again put 


me in a panic, leſt I ſhould be the deſtined prey, notwith- 


ſtanding he was not now ſo terrible as before ; but as the 


all -directing Power ordained it, he paſſed cloſe by me, his 
Tout lying now to the right, My attention being wholly 
engroſſed 


/ X 


/ 


engroſſed by the atchievements of that terrible hero, I 


turned my eye after him, and at no great diſtance I beheld a 


man of a middle age and upright mien, to whom he marched 
with all-poſſible ſpeed. No ſooner was this good man appriſed 
of his approach, than with a becoming ſerenity of coun- 
tenance he went forth to meet him, and thus addreſſed him, 
Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, fer J long to be difſolved, 
that my better part may appear in the more immediate pre- 
fence of thy Conqueror : to whom I thought DEATH re- 


| plied, Thou guarded one, I have no more to do with thee, 
but to ſign thy diſmiſſion from this ſtage of action, and open 


thy paſſage to the land of immortal felicity ; he ſaid, and in- 
ſtantly pierced his heart, with an arrow dipped in the blood 


of Immanuel; and no ſooner did the venerable man feel the 
arrow rankling in his boſom, than in holy triumph he cried. 


out, O DEATH, where is thy ſting! and where thy 


victory, O deſired grave! Thanks, eternal thanks be aſ- 
cribed to God, who hath given me, even me, worthleſs ag 


I am, the victory through my Lord and Saviour Jeſug 


- Chriſt, 


Is this DEATH? faid I: DEATH, who of late was 
fo cruel, when he had to deal with a perſon of a different 


turn of mind; call him no more the monarch of terreors ! 
Ves, I will till give him that name, for it is eſſential to his 


very nature; if he at any time, to any one, is propitious 
and gentle, impute it not to any compaſſion in him, but to 
the blood, the precious, the atoning blood of the Re- 
deemer ; that blood, whoſe attractive virtue has drawn the 


- poiſon even from the king of terrors, malignant to all, ſave 


thoſe whoſe hearts and conſciences by the divine ſ] pitit arg 


1 prinkled therewith, 


C 2 HowevaRy 


=) 
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' HowevER, I could not help thinking, that there was 
ſomething in the caſe of this good man, as remarkably. de- 
ſirable as that of the lady was dreadful; and I could then 
ſay with Balaam, I truſt from a better ſpirit, Let me die the 
death n 1 een and my latter end be like his. 


0 EATH RF releaſed from the clayey tabernacle the 
waiting ſpirit of this ſanCtified diſciple, I thought he changed 

himſelf a ſecond time into the appearance of a dragon, whet- 
ted his ſting, and inveſted himſelf with all his formidable 
terrors; in which equipment, he bended his ſpeedy courſe 
towards a magnificent palace, which ſtosd at ſome diſtance 


on this delightful plain. With timorous heart, and careful 


ſteps, I followed as near as I durſt, and watched with 


curious eye, to ſee what the next execution would be. On 


this occaſion, there happened to be what is commonly called 3 
a ball, or dancing aſſembly, in the palace, from amongſt 


_ whom every ſerious thought was baniſhed ; and in the 


' midſt of their jollity, inviſible DE ATH ſtole amongſt, and 
grinned ghaſtly upon them; but heedleſs of their enemy, 
they perſevered in their jocularity till the tyrant cruelly 
Pierced the heart of two of them, where the injected venom 


rankled, fo as to prevent their enjoying a future merry 


meeting. I trembled with fear leſt the reſt of the company 
ſhould be taken; but afterwards underſtood that DEATH, 
rapacious as he 1s, always narrowly mindeth the contents of 
his commiſſion, without which he never appears on our 
mundane coaſt ; but carries it along with him whereſoever 
he goes, and never ſeizeth any one, but thoſe whoſe names 
and places of abode are ſpecified therein; ſo that he is 
liable to no miſtake, as he is falls ae wich in the caſe 
of the two Ireneus's. 
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Ox thing I thought not a little diverting, concerning 
ſome people whom I heard crying out for DEATH, ſay- 


ing, where is propitions DEAT H? O that I knew where 
I could find him! but as ſoon as the terrible ſteleton pre- 
| ſented himſelf, they fled for refuge to the dof7or's embrace. 


Others really amazed me, for they hunted through the 
field in a ſilent purſuit of DEATH, and as ſoon as they 


beheld him, plunged themſelves into his devouring jaws. 


Maxx ſuch inſtances I ſaw, but muſt at preſent forbear 
ks them, leſt the length of my dream ſhould give oc- 
caſion to people of a cenſorious ſpirit, to charge me with 


over · ſleeping my time: but what I ſaw filled me with un- 
common concern for my fellow creatures, who are under 
the arreſt of DEATH before they are aware 


hurried 
off from the ſtage of action, before they well know them- 
ſelves to be mortal. Grieved to ſee the thoughtleſs ſtupi- 


_ dity of blinded mortals, and the unretarded havock made of 
them by mercileſs DEATH, I cried out in bitterneſs of 


ſoul, O that they were wiſe and underſtood this! 0 that they - 
could conſe der the nature of their latter end! „ 


As I was thus breathing forth deſires after the happineſs 
of my contemporaries, a venerable perſonage approached 


and accoſted me thus: Toung man, I perceive that the vifi- 
ble deſtruction brought upon mankind, hath filled your heart 


with honeſt concern; you mourn to them, but they will not 
lament ; you pipe unto them, but they will not dance; rather, 
for your pains, they will laugh you to ſcorn, and bait you un- 


der the ridiculous name of Fanatic; mankind prone to ſenſual 


$leaſures, and enſlaved to fleſhly Iufls, will not, cannot Lear 


your ſerious admonitions : but if you pleaſe to go along with 


me, 4 will ſbe you ſomething of the various farms ef death, 
C 3 | as 
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at it is met with 4b ſaints and | nners ; , hich diſcovery, if 
Santi ified, may be of great advantage to you all the days 7 
Jour life. Sg 


BEING naturally of an inquiſitive mind, I readily em- 
braced the offered favour, gratefully thanked the gentle» 
man, and pleaſed myſelf with hopes of ſeeing much of the 
monſter DEATH, with whom I expected, ere long, in 
cruel conflict to encounter, But, dear fir, ſaid I, before 
we depart from hence, let me beg to be acquainted with 


the ſtory of yonder lady, who was fo rudely ſerved by the 
mercileſs TYRANT, The lady, ſaid he, after whom you 
Inquire, was named Tereſa, the only daughter of a wealthy 


gentleman and lady in the neighbourhood ; ſhe was bleſſed 


with a perſon peculiarly elegant and pleaſing; her coun- 
tenance diſplayed the moſt agreeable ſoftneſs, and her 
ſnowy ſkin even vied with the feathers of the ſwan for 


whiteneſs ; her ſhape was faultleſs in the eye of the moſt 


diſcerning, every part being finiſhed with the moſt perfeck 


ſymmetry. 


 Tavs accompliſhed, ſhe was taught from her 8 to 
value her beauty and gentility, and her fond and fooliſh 


parents ſoothed her vanity by all that their dotage could 
conttive; no care nor expence was thought too much to 
render her education perfectly polite, and to ſet off the 


graces of her frame to the beſt advantage; but little or no 


care was taken to improve the N more Per 
8 | 


Man taſte for dreſs was ſo remarkably elemint, her man - 
der of dancing ſo Fade genteel; ſuch was her great 
8 | excellence 
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excellency at cards, and ſo ſingularly happy was ſhe in 
deviſing ſchemes and forming parties of pleaſure, that ſhe 

became the moſt celebrated toaſt of the day. Thus ſhe 

lived, raviſhed with falſe pleaſures, and dead to every ſerious 

and divine principle, till DEATH ſeized her unawares, and 7 
| hurried her off from all her delights into a dreadful and 

_ unthought-of eternity, where we leave her in a ſtate for 
ever unalterable, and go over to vonder Aae to ſee 
what may be learned ue | 


Tans BL! he conducted me through the ſpacious mea- 
dow, towards a magnificent building of the moſt curious 
architecture, which was erected on four rows of columns, 
partly of the Corinthian and partly of the Ionian order, in 
one corner of the enamelled plain and here, without any 
formality, we entered, my guide leading the way. It was 
now he was pleaſed to take me by the hand, and lead me 


into a chamber where were ſeveral people of both ſexes. 
attending a ſick man, who lay in dreadful diſtreſs on a bed 


cf ſorrow ; he was low, and, to all appearance, very near 18 
the expiring moment, every one waited for the laſt convul- 
_ five throw. My guide having, by ſome wiſdom peculiar to 
himſelf, rendered us both inviſible, unperceived cither by 
him or his attendants, we went up cloſe to his bed-ſide ; 
he ſtarted—he ſtared—and his eyes rolled moſt frightfully 
in his head, as if they had followed ſome terrible appari- 
tion, which ſuddenly traverſed the room; then he was 
&ized with convulſive agonies which diſtorted every one of 
his feeble organs, In this ſtrange confuſion of mind and 
awful diſtreis of body, he vehemently ſtruck with both 
hands and feet, as if environed with deathly enemies, from 
whom he deſired an aſylum of ſafety, and with an eye ſan- 
C4 guine 
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guine beyond imagination, he looked on thoſe who attended 
at his bed-ſfi de, as if he would have ſaid, 0 that you 
could helþ n me Nngw in "y laſt di ifficulties | [ 


'T THOU GHT in my dream, that a neighbouring miniſter . 
came in, with a deſign to aſſiſt the dying man in his laſt 
extremity ; he prayed for, and would have converſed with 

him, but all to no purpoſe, for the diſtreſſed delinquent 
continued in growing anguiſh, and could hardly endure 


either his prayers or converſation ; the mourning relations 


procured all the aſſiſtance which could be had from the 
faculty, by all poſſible means to prevent the ſucceſs of the 
ghaſtly deſtroyer : but alas ! his diſeaſe was beyond the 
power of phyſic to ſuppreſs, for his trembling heart was 
envenomed by death. Yet, ſtill ſtudious to contribute to 
his relief, they ponred the tormenting phyſic into his 
waſted body; but, ah! how feeble are all our friendly 
efforts, when our unhappy acquaintance have to deal with 
DEATH! ſeeing the rage of the ravager is not to be re- 
pelled, I was deeply affected with this melancholy ſpec- 
tacle; his tender wife, and other dear relatives, ſtood 


round his bed, bedewing it with floods of tears ; and his 


little children erying and fighing to each other, at inter- 
vals, in an adjacent room; I could not ſtand the mournful 

Gght, without mingling my tears with theirs. My guide, 
_ perceiving the impreſſion which the affecting ſcene had 
. made upon me, rebuked my want of reſolution, being fo 


much depreſſed before the one half of the ſcene was un- 
folded; and I, ſenſible of my defect, ſubmiſſively yielded to 
the reproof of my wiſe ſuperior. I thought that, pleaſed 


with my ſubmiſſion, he opened a box of invaluable oint- 


ment, and therewith anointed my eyes, whereby they were 
5 8 0 


{ 
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ſo much ſtrengthened, that I could then readily ſee things 
which in themſelves are altogether inviſible to the unaſliſted 
natural eye. Then it was that I ſoon perceived that thoſe 
convulſive pangs, diſtorted features, rolling eyes, wild and 
diſtracted looks, &c. were not merely the effects of nature 
ſtruggling with the growing diſeaſe, but proceeded moſtly 
from a mental cauſe, F. fearful avenue was opened before 
| him, leading into a dreaded ETERNTTY, at the not far 
_ diſtant end of which avenue he beheld the tremendous re- 
ward of all his ungodlineſs: this, this it was which cauſed 
ſuch perturbation in his diſtracted mind ; this it was which 
made death fo terribly dreadful to him; and this it is which 
affecteth my mind now, when I relate the ſtory. 


NATURE, utterly reluctant to be diſſolved, exerted 
her ſtrongeſt powers, and made her utmoſt efforts to pre- 
| ſerve the union betwixt ſoul and body inviolate. The 
alarmed ſoul, having ſuch an undeſirable proſpect before 
her, ſhrunk down into the loweſt caverns of the heart, as it 
| were to hide herſelf from the reſearches of DEATH, which 
ſhe ſaw approaching to diſlodge her, and joined iſſue with 
' ſhocked nature, to repel the power of the fierce deſtroyer. 
But ſoon, very ſoon, enfeebled nature, having exhauſted 
her ſtrength, ſwooned into helpleſs inactivity ; then the 
frightened ſoul, finding herſelf deſerted by her weak ally, 
ſeemed half perſuaded to yield the debate. Then ſhe 

quitted her interior lurking places, and, quaking as ſhe 
paſſed through the lanes of life, aſcended to the pale qui- 
vering lips, where ſhe ſat aſtoniſhed at the dire event. I 


thought then of the propriety of thoſe verſes of the cele- 
brated Dr. Watts: * 


% Death } 


as. * D E AN ty: 


Heath! *tis a melancholy day 
To thoſe that have no God, 
When the poor ſoul is forc'd any, 
110 To ſeek her laſt abode ; 
% Tn vain to heav'n ſhe lifts her eyes, 
e But guilt, a heavy chain, 
030" 0 gull drags her downward from the ſkies, '” 
0 darkneſs, fire, and pain.“ 


Dread amazement ſeized her, when ſhe beheld lurking in 


the chamber a train of ghaſtly furies waiting to carry her 


away; precipitately back ſhe fled, reſumed her poſſeſſion of 


the interior regions, rouſed up the reſidue of nature, fled 


to every avenue, and wildly ſhrieked for help; but all in 


vain her unequal reſiſtance : for DEATH, like a ſtanch 
murderer, ſtood firm to his purpoſe, and cloſely purſued 


her through all the lanes of life; at laſt the fatal moment 


comes, vanquiſhed nature lays down her arms, the weary 


Heart forbears to throb, and DEATH ä the tro 


phies of victory all around, 


DEAT H having broke through all the redoubts of 
deſolated nature, the diſmayed ghoſt, now forced forth 
from her wonted dwelling, remained in a defenceleſs condi- 


tion, expoſed to the inſults of mercileſs fiends, deſtitute of 


an aſylum, Unhappy ſpectre! as ſoon as ſhe arrived at the 
pale portal of the lifeleſs lips, ſhe began to ſeck for a place 


of refuge; ſhe looked up towards heaven, but dreadful 


z Was the proſpect, for ſhe beheld an incenſed God looſing 
his engines, and beginning to play his flaming indignation 


upon her; to ſhun this inevitable evil, ſhe looked down- 
ward, but equally terrible was her proſpect there; with 


9 nente horror ſhe beheld the yawning Jaws of into- 
* terable 


A VISION. „ 


n Hell anti wide to receive her, | There being 
now no flying from the environing evils, the ſwift meſſen- 
gers of deſtruction ſeized, ſnouldered, and bore her away, 
to appear before the judgment · ſeat of injured and incenſed 

| juſtice, where ſhe received the fearful, the irrevocable ſen- 
tence, Depart from me, thou curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. But, oh! no tongue 
can expreſs, no heart can conceive, her ſtruggles and ſhriek- 


ings, when ſhe firſt felt the tormenting touch of the into- 


lerable talons of hell! her lamentations aſcended even to 
the relentleſs throne of God, 


I THouGHT in my dream, chat by this time 1 was, in 
| my own apprehenſion, almoſt dead with ſurprize and fear; 
but my benevolent guide imparted to me a cordial, in my 

eſteem, infinitely more valuable than all the wealth of the 


Indies, by which I was much refreſhed, and after ſome 
time I addreſſed him thus : : 


O, Sin, what have I bend what have I ſeen ! ſurely 
this man muſt have been ſome vile, notoriouſly wicked, 
and uncommon ſianer, which makes his latter end ſo ters 


| rible, 


To which the venerable gentleman replied ; You may 
be aſſured, young man, that the LorD's judgments are 
juſt, and that he condemns only in righteouſneſs ; and if 
this man had not been a ſinner, his final ſentence had not 
been ſuch as you have heard and ſeen. That he was a 
great ſinner is certain, but that he was greater than others 
I will not affirm, as there is but too much reaſon to be- 
lieve, that there are thouſands in the world as wicked as 


he, who, if boundleſs mercy prevent not, will meet wich 
the ſame condemnation with him. 


Tais 
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Trs man, whoſe fate you ſo much deplore, was nen 
Cuntumacis, a perſon ever addicted to rebellion: when 


Foung, he had the advantage of a religious education, 


which was no ſmall aggravation to his future ſins, as mo- 
ral inſtructions were thereby early imprefſed on his mind. 
From hence he was conſtrained, however reluctant, to have 
ſome ſenſe of what is in itſelf either morally good or mo- 
rally evil, and was often ſubjected to the ſting of an uneaſy 
conſcience, eſpecially after any groſs out-breaking in ſin : 
thoſe pangs of mind extorted from him many promiſes and 
ſtrong reſolutions of amendment, and oftentimes drove him to 
his knees in the cloſer, as well as to an attendance on pab- 
lic EO requently on the ſabbath-day. 


You will not think 3 it Hendon 1 ſoppole, if I tell you, 
that by his occaſional attendance on the word preached, to- 
gether with his converſe with religious people, he attained 
to a good degree of ſpeculative knowledge both of the law 
and goſpel; this made him look on himſelf as a converted 
perſon, notwithſtanding he poſſeſſed not one deſire after the 
heart cleanſing power of the goſpel; but, amidſt all his 
pretenſions to religion, allowed himſelf in ſecret fin, and 
pretty often his ſins were obvious even to beholders. As 
his religion was far from uniform, at ſome ſeaſons neg- 

lecting the word preached, he aſſociated himſelf with 
' thoſe whom he called good companions, and enjoyed the 

pleaſures which flow from drinking and gaming ; and 
ſo long as conſcience was mild, he laughed at the weak- 
neſs and narrow-ſpiritedneſs of thoſe who could not re- 
liſh the pleaſure which he enjoyed in his 3 liber 
ties. 


"Tau 


times viſited with, as you ſhall hear. 
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Tavs it was with poor Contumacio, for the moſt part, 
when health and proſperity ſtretched their eaſy wings over 
his dwelling ; for he ſeldom dealt in religion, except in a 
caſe of adverſity, which though nor often, yet he was ſome- 


44 


Ir was the Lord's pleaſure to viſit him on a certain time 


with a violent fit of ſickneſs, attended with many ſymptoms 
of imminent danger, inſomuch that he thought himſelf on 
the very brink of eternity; and the dreadful apprehenſions 
of approaching DEATH impreſſed his mind with much 


ſorrow for ſin, and gave birth to ſome hopes, eſpecially 
with the leſs intelligent of the godly, that the work might 
be real and ſaving, and that his affliction might prove a 


ſanctified means of his converſion. But, alas! my friend, 


all their hopes were blaſted ere they well began to bloſſom * 


for as his diſeaſe began to abate its violence, his convictions 
abated proportionably, till quite recovered from his bodily 


complaint, and then he was likewiſe relieved from the ſever 
in his conſcience. 5 


Twins is an old ſaying, Mictions never fail to make a 
man either better or worſe, exactly verified in this unhappy 
perſon, for he increaſed daily in wickedneſs to that depree, 
that he laughed at every thing facred : but one warning 
after another being diſregarded, it pleaſed the Lord at laſt 
to leave him, to work iniquity with greedineſs. Thus it 
was that perverſe Contumacio was hurried forward by his 
carnal acquaintance from one ſin to another, till he hath 
brought himſelf to what you have ſeen, | 


Tais ſ 
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Frits awful account of the unhappy Contumacio greatly 
affected me, and as I was deeply muſing on whet I had 
heard and ſeen, my venerable guide thus addreſſed me: 
ume; now let us take a view of the friend of the deceaſed, 
And now my attention was wholly engroſſed with what 


paſſed _— e che Noe: of ne were bathed: in 


tears. 
Y EEE . FI» 


0 God reſt his ſoul, ſays one, he was as good a natured | 
man as ever lived. Ay, that he was, ſays a ſecond; and as 


good a huſband as any in the world, and minded that that 
was good too; though to be ſure, poor man, he was not 


without his failings, but the beſt have their failings as 
well as he. Very true, ſays a third, God help us, we are 
all frail creatures; poor man, it is well for him that he 
has got ſafe out of this troubleſome world; it is better 
for them that are dead than for them that are alive; for 


him; to be ſure, he is the happieſt of us all. Thus they 


reaſoned, and occaſionally threw i in ee in regard 


to the order of the funeral. 


I TURNED to my guide with amazement on my counte- 

nance, and ſtared him full in the face, on which he ſtopped 
me ſhort before F had time to ſpeak, and thus it was that 
ke addreſſed he. = 


Tusk people have no notion at all of ſin being pu- 


_ iſhed after death; but whatever courſe of life a perſon 


has led whilſt here on earth, they have not the leaft doubt 


of his admiſſion into heaven when he dies. Hell might 
never have been made as a place of puniſhment, for any 


potion which they have of it, If you, or any other per- 
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fon, were to tell theſe people, that cate departed friend 


has already taken up his eternal abode in thoſe diſmal, un- 
fathomable depths; where the worm of conſcience dieth 


not, and where the fire of unſpeakable torment cannot be 


| quenched, they would look on you as an uncharitable, hard- 


hearted wretch, unfit for the company of men in this 
world. And after all you have heard and ſeen, you will 


no doubt think it ſtrange, that the miniſter who ſhall per- 
form the funeral rites, ſhould commit the body of this 

man under the name and character of brother to the duſt, 
in a ſure and certain hope of a bleſſed reſurrection v. ith 
the juſt, notwithſtanding. he is for ever ſeparated from 
them; and yet I can tell you, that ſuch is the parſon's 
charity, that he is likely enough to bury him in this form. 


To which I replied, Dear fir, where burial ſervices are by 


law eſtabliſhed, the inſtituters having but too much reaſon 
to believe, that the whole nation is not godly in all its 
members, it might be thought not at all unreaſonable for 


ſome proviſion to be made for the burial of a ſinner, as 
well as that of ſaints. 


Bor, my benevolent friend, may it pleaſe you to inform 
me, whether any reaſon may be aſſigned why this man, al- 
though wicked, ſhould be fo troubled at his death, for 1 
have ſomewhere read, that the wicked have no bands in 
their death, and are not troubled as other men ? To which 


my guide replicd, Yes, young man, you have ſo read, 


if you have read your Bible, for there it ſtands at large; 


but you may know, that poor Contumacio was thoroughly 
awakened to a ſenſe of wrath on account of his ſins, and 
they appeared to him worſe than ſo many dreary gholts, 
or hideous /h eres, which made him, as you ſaw, ſo ter- 


ribly alarmed, when the invincible fheleton approached, 
1 aud 


Es 
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and preſented the point of his envenomed ſhaft. A world! 


ten thouſand worlds would he have given, could he for 
them have been told how to evade the fatal thruſt. But 


the ſtroke not to be evaded he was obliged to ſuſtain; j but 


oh! may you never know ſuch a latter end 1 


Hs great diſorder of i was partly ovity to his being 
poſſeſſed of a larger degree of moral knowledge than many 
others, ſo that very many of his ſins were committed againſt 
the light of his own conſcience, which made them the 
more dreadful unto him; but the chief reaſon is, God 
_ doth ſometimes alarm the conſcience of a departing ſinner, 
that he may manifeſt his judgments for the convincing of 
| ſome, and for the leaving of others without excuſe : if you 
| pleaſe, I would have you obſerve yonder woman, who ſits 


penſive at the other end of the room ; perhaps her conver- 


ſion is one end which the Lord propoſed by his judgments 
manifeſted in this unhappy man; and let me tell you, Ne- 
vitio, that I am of opinion that ſhe will never forget this 
awful providence whilſt ſhe herſelf is continued in being. 
Believe me, Jehovah's ways are in the deep waters, and by 


far more intricate than the paths of the whirlwind. The 


great, the ſovereign Houſholder, hath an indiſputable right, 
if he ſee meet, to burn his wooden veſſels, that with their 
aſhes he may brighten his veſſels of gold and ſilver. Now 
you have ſeen this man, with his end, come along with 


tas, and another ſcene ſhall be unfolded to you. 


1 et GHT in as dream, that, according to his direc- 
tions, I followed my guide through diverſe turnings, in 
this ſtately manſion, till we arrived in an apartment, where 


was an old alen, laid on a couch, * to an 


\ 
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| attorney, who fat by him, wricing his laſt wil and teſta- 


ment. He ſigned, ſealed, and delivered the deed, and 


then with the greateſt vivacity proceeded to relate the va- 
ious virtues of his lite, ſeemingly extremely pleaſed vith 


the recapitulation. 


- He willed his children to follow his example ; and, 'the 


better to encourage them to ſuch an imitation, he told 
them, that it was but a ſmall ſum of money which he and 
their mother poſſeſſed at their firſt entrance on the mar- 
riage ſtate; and how, by their diligence and frugality, they 
had ſaved ſo and fo, mentioning the legacies which he had 


bequeathed in his will; adding, that if they were diligent 


and frugal, they might alſo, proportionably, increaſe that 


which, he bleſſed God, he had procured for them. He 


added farther; My dear children, I am very ill, and 
doubt I cannot recover; the doctor gives me but little 
hopes; but it is what we muſt all come to, and you are 
all the witneſſes of my conduct, ever fince you were capa- 
ble of diſcerning betwixt right and wrong. I have been 
| juſt in all my dealings; never impoſed on any man, and 


now, God help me, I am dying ; none that ever Ldealt with 


can ſay to me, Thou didft me Wrong, or thou haſt cheated me 


in this or that, This gives me a good deal of ſatisfaction 


in my preſent caſe. I thank God, I can now ſay, that I a 


never {wore an oath in my days, but have often been angry 
with that wicked practice in others. I never was drunk, 
but always deteſted that beaſtly and waſteful fin ; nor, as 
I remember, did I ever tell a lie; but have always minded 


my duty to God, attended at church and ſacrament duly ; 


and if ever I ſinned at any time, I was careful to pray to 
God for mercy, was ſorry for it, and confeſſed to God, 


Who is merciful, and will I hope pardon the frailties which 


D we 
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with a wicked deſign, for, I thank God, I have always 


had a good heart, and meant well in what I did; and it 
were a great ſin to diſbelieve in the mercy of God; and 1 
hope, when I conſider that I have always believed in 
Chriſt, been diligent in providing for my family, have care- 
fully huſbanded what I got by my buſineſs, and have been 
mindful of my duty to God, I have little reaſon to fear 


but it will be well with me; and now, as in all probabi- 


lity, I cannot recover, I have ſettled every thing, I hope, 


to your ſatisfaction, as well as my own, and can die in 


peace —Thus it was that he inſtructed his children, in his 
lateſt hours, and ſome of them confirmed all that he ſaid, 
by applauding the truth of every ſentence. However, I 
thought all along, that I diſcerned a ſecret 3 joy amongſt 


the young people; notwithſtanding, for decency's ſake, 


they aſſumed ſeveral of the ſymptoms of grief; and was 
confirmed in my opinion, by overhearing the eldeſt ſon, 


when the father ſaid, In all probability I cannot recover, to 


whiſper ſecretly to himſelf, I hope you cannot; and when 


the old man ſaid, he had ſettled every thing to his chil- 


drens ſatisfaction, the ſon whiſpered again, Ay, if you 
would make quick work of dying. I then thought how 


fooliſh it is in thoſe parents who. ſnatch at every opportu- 
nity of amaſſing wealth for their children, ſeeing that there- 
by they are fo far from gaining their love and eſteem, that 


they become impatient for their death, in order to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of their ſubſtance. 


Ix the mean while the viſitants of the old gentleman 


- comforted him againft the fears of death, by putting him 
often in mind of his life ſo well ſpent, which will, faid 


3 ms 
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we are all ſubject to. If at any time I ſinned, it was no: 
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they, no doubt, make you a happy man, as ſoon as you arg 


Uelivered from this afllicted body. 


Nor w ITHSTANDING 1 was greatly farpriſed at thei ingra- 


titude of young Phylargirus in wiſhing the death of his 
father, I could not help being well pleaſed with the diſ- 
poſition of the old gentleman's affairs; and, turning to 
my guide, with ſatisfaCtion viſible on my countenance, [ 


faid, 


An, Fi | what a happineſs is it to be rich in good works! 
O with what pleaſure may this man die, when he looks 
back, and takes a view of a life ſpent to ſuch great advan- 
tage! How vaſt Is the difference betwixt this and the 
other man's eſtate ! the one went diſtracted to hell, but 


the other will doubtleſs go joyful to Beuren the next mo- 
ment after his diſſolution, 


To which my guide replied, 1 ſee, Novitio, you are 
too prone to judge according to outward appearance, not 
conſidering that appearance and reality are very often two 
different things; but wait with patience only a little while, 


and you ſhall ſee an end of Avaro, with all his e 
though you ſo much admire it. 


By this time I thought that the old Avaro declined apace, 


and ever - watchful DEATH, who attended on his bed; im- 
poſed a fatal weight on his labouring heart : a dark miſt 
beclouded his heavy eyes, and a cold dew reſted clammy 
on his forehead, ſo that every pulſe was expected to beat 
a finis; but as there yet remained a few ſands in the mor- 
tal end of his glaſs, he recovered a little, and, after ſome 
time, he faid, 1 thought to have ſpoken no more; but I 


D 2 | have 
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have yet time to bid you farewell | farewell, my dear chif- 


dren; I mult pay this debt to nature, but my peace is made 


with God, and I die comfortable. This ſaid, his head de- 
clined, his eyes became fixed, and all the [ymptoms of i im- 


mediate death were u Br him. 


Ir was now e venerable guide bid me to mind well 
who were in the chamber with us; on which, lending a 


cloſe attention, I beheld ſeveral ghaſtly furies, in all the de- 


formities of reprobation, ſilently lurking round the bed of the 
Nick man; but none of them offered to come near to diſ- 
turb his peace. The good Veratio, my benevolent guide, 
perceiving that the diſcovery had ſtruck me with horror, 
willed me not to be afraid, for, ſaid he, they will all be very 
quiet till the old man's departure, and even then uy will 
diſcover themſelves t to none but him. 


You will eaſily believe, that I now began to change my 
opinion of Avaro, having ſeen who were his ſilent attendants. 


The moment of ſeparation come, the beguiled ſoul took 4 
kind farewell of the body, and came forth from the interior 
regions, ſmiling with hopes of the divine reward ; and as ſoon 

as ſhe aſcended to the lifeleſs lips, ſhe looked around toeſpy 

her tutelar angel; but dreadful was her aſtoniſhment when 


ſhe perceived that there was no guardian there, to bear her 


thence in ſafety, but a train of relentleſs furies waiting to 
carry her to their dark abode! With infinite terror ſhe 


turned about, and ſtrove to regain her former poſſeſſion ; 
but now, alas! the gates of mortality were ſhut, and the 


body refuſed to admit its former tenant, The ſly ſeducers, 
as ſo many mercileſs tigers, leaped upon and ſeized her in 
the midſt of her horror and diſtraction. But O what heart 


can conceive, what pen can deſcribe, the dreary diſtraction 


of 
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&f the diſmayed ſpectre, when ſhe found herſelf ſhackled by 


thoſe cruel tormentors! A faint deſcription thereof would 


make the ſtouteſt heart to tremble, and the ruddieſt coun- 
| tenance to gather blackneſs. The Qy ſeducers, who at- 
tended him incognito during life, remained quiet as poſſible 
till the deceived ghoſt was ſafely diſlodged, and then they aſ- 
ſumed the devil in all his infernal forms and tyranny ; ſeized, 
fettered, and bore her away, notwithſtanding ſhe reſiſted 
| their fury with inexpreſlible ſtruggles. O my ſoul! how 
dreadful muſt the diſappointment of that man be at death, 
who in his life-time feeds himſelf upon the tranſient hope 
of an hypocrite, and builds his expectance of future happi- 
neſs on a ſandy foundation! Inſtead of being careſſed in 
the boſom of everlaſting love, he is enfolded i in the arms of 
eternal deſpair; inſtead of partaking of the ineffable joys of 
the righteous at death, he is precipitately pranges. into the 
gulph of ene Rt: 


Ix was now I began to underſtand the meaning of ſuch 
ſayings as theſe, The hope of the hypocrite ſhall Heriſe ; they 
lool for peace, but behold evil _—_ &c. 


ASTONISHED at the event, I turned haſtily to my guide, 
and aſked him how it ſhould come to pals, that a man of 
ſo many good works ſhould at laſt become a prey to de- 
vouring flames? Sir, ſaid I, how is it? Can it poſſibly be 
conſiſtent with the goodneſs and equity of God? To which 
the worthy ain meekly replied, 


I TELL you, Novitio, you muſt not, from what you have 
ſeen, infer, that the ways of the Lord are unequal, and 
that he diſpoſeth of his creatures unjuſtly. For all the good 
works which Avare boaſted ſo much of, and depended 2 
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DEATH 


for. his acceptance with God, were good only in i thew 1 they | 
proceeded net from a principle of living faith, and you are 


| Jnformed by the word of divine truth, that whatever is not 


of faith is fin. Nor had the blind Avuaro the leaſt regard 
to the glory of God in all or any of them, but they were 


all performed with a view to ſelfiſh ends; therefore, when 


they came to be viewed by the eye of e Juſtice, they 


were all accounted as abominable deeds : for no act is ac- 
ceptable to God, unleſs it ſpring from a living faith in 
_ Chriſt, and a principle of love to God. He had indeed 
ſome ſlight acquaintance with the external forms of religion, 


but was wholly a ſtranger to its heart- cleanſing and world- 


over: coming power; but however clean he had made} the 


out-{ide of the cup and platter, being inwardly full of ungod- 
lineſs and error, he was unmeet for, and conſequently could ; 


not poſſeſs a dwelling in, the holy of holies. Avaro, whilſt 
alive, was one of thoſe deceived people who eſteem gain to 


be godlineſs ; his whole life was ſpent to the end of getting; 
and, being ſucceſsful therein, he valued himſelf far above 


others who were leſs ſucceſsful, fondly alleging that all | 
his increaſe was owing to his own induſtry ; and if at any 


time he thought of divine Providence, he imagined that 


his worldly profperity was an evidence of his enjoying the 
_ favour of the Almighty. As to his religion, he ſeldom 
omitted going to church twice on the Lord's-day, and, 


fince he was old and unfit for buſineſs, once almoſt every 
day, by which he thought he merited greatly at the hand 
of God; and was the more confirmed in his opinion, inaſ- 


much as ſome of his neighbours did not attend on public 
worlhip once in a month. 


WHEN at any time be gave a ſmall part of his ſubſtance 


to feed. the 10 or clothe the ow, it was generally to 


wipe 


wipe away the ſcore of ſin from his conſcience; otherwiſe 
to prevent his being thought a covetous perſon, for this 
was a ſcandal which he could not endure, but looked on his 
_ carefulneſs as an excellent virtue. Yea, fo ignorant was he 
of the pure and ſpiritual law of God, that he expected to 
be rewarded for gathering together fortunes for his chil» 
dren. Whilſt Avaro lived, there was none in the neigh» 
bourhood more ſucceſsfyl than he; but however he ſucceeded 
in his former enterprizes, he is woefully diſappointed in his | 
death; for now the dye is caſt, his loſs is irrecoverable, and 
his afflictions are beyond a remedy. Believe me, young 
man, continued Vratio, all dilappoiatments, loſſes, and 
croſſes which can poſſibly kappen in life, are infinitely rather 
to be choſen, than that dilappoigtment which the ee | 
phate meets with at death. | 


1 w agexcoedingly ſhocked at the fearful 8 of this 
wordling, rich in life, but poor in death; and in my con- 
fuſion of mind I breathed forth ſome ſuch deſire as this, 
Lord deliver from the ſubtile, inſinuating love of the 
« world, and ſtupid ignorance of thy holy ways !” My guide 
interrupting ſaid, a ſuitable prayer; for the love of money 
is the root of all evil, ſpringing from and ever attended 
with ignorance of the holy God; ingenious and wiſe was 
that heart that could ſuggeſt ſuch a prayer, as Lord, give 
me neither poverty nor riches, &c. Which of your acquaint- 
ance, Nevitio, think you, can heartily expreſs ſuch a prayer? 


Avaxo being ſtretched out a lifeleſs clayey corſe, Yeratio 
led me away to a third manſion in this ſtately fabric, where 
another diſtreſſing ſcene was unfolded. 'The unhappy Securus, 
a young man of about twenty-one years of age, was the 
Foſſeſſor here; but his term, alas! n to be near an 
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end, being almoſt ſpent in a conſumption but unhappy 
youth, he could not bear to be told that he was a dying 
man. His relations and friends did what they could to 
prevent him having any thoughts of DEATH and a future 
| ate, by baſely and ſiufully Battering him with hopes of : 
recovery, notwithſtanding they evidently ſaw, that, with- 
out a miracle being wrought, his death was inevitable. 


Oxx told him that ſhe knew a certain perſon who had 
been as bad, if not worſe than Securus was then, but was 
now happily recovered, and was as well as ever; another ad- 

viſed to ſend for Mr. Medicus, a diſtant phyſician, who ſhe 
 faid had performed wonders in curing conſumptions; a third 
_ perſuaded him that he looked better than formerly, and was 

likely to recover : but not one of them were faithful enough 

to put him in mind of approaching DEATH, and a never- 


ending eternity, which he was juſt ready to launch into, . 
leſt they ſhould Gur the tranquillity of his mind. 


GRIEVED in ſoul to hear them Aatter the blinded wretch 
with hopes of life, even when they ſaw DEATH attending 
on every breath; I was about to have ſpoken, but my guide 

prevented, by telling me that his friends would look on 

me as bad 2s a murderer if I ſhould diſturb his Conſcience, : 
by aſking him any pertinent queſtions relating to a future 
ſtate. Is this a diſplay of parental affection and brotherly 
triendſkip ! ſaid I. Miſerable relations! Unprofitable and per- 
nicious friends, whoſe very friendſhip is the moſt barba- 
rous cruelty! Is it not enough that he hath lived a life of 


unintermitted rebellion againſt God, but you muſt ſtudy to | 1 
get him out of -the world jnſenſible of it ! Wretched mi- 4 


niſters of falſe comfort are ye all! O my God, let me ever be 
preſerved from. the fatal influence of ſuch ſoothing flattery ! 'H 
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This faid, my guide addreſſed me in the following manner: 
This 18 young Securus, a thoughtleſs youth, accuſtomed to 


put the evil day afar from him, minding only the preſent time; 


for if it happened, as ſometimes it did, that the thoughts 
of DEATH encroached on his mind, he lulled his Conſcience _ 


to quietneſs, by promiſing to repent of his ſins, and mend 


his ways hereafter, when he was old, and had enjoyed the 
pleaſures of life, little thinking that he was to be cut off 
in the very bloom of his youth. Securus was one of thoſe 
who pretend to be zealoulſly affected for the church, but 
never come gear its aſſemblies; and even now, in his lateſt 


hours, he has not the leaſt thought of DEATH and eternity; 


but is angry with his phyſician, becauſe he will preſcribe no 


more medicines for him: till he hopes to prolong his life, 
notwithſtanding his lungs are fo far ſpent that hecan hardly 
utter one half of a contracted ſentence. In all appearance 


he will never think of DEATH and judgment, heaven and 


hell, joy and pain, till the flaming torments playing aroung 


him rouſe his fleeping foul. Then, if not before, he will 


begin to think of eternity. At laſt he will be convinced, 


that the torments of hell are inſupportable, and of never- 
ending duration, though he diſregarded every rhreatning 


thereof de denounced 1 in tke ſacred oracles. 


Van Securus, whilſt in ; health and proſperity, laghed 


at the timidity of thoſe who had any dread of offending 4 


holy and terrible God; and accounted religion to be no- 
thing elſe but whining hypocriſy ; but ere long he will feel 
to his ſorrow that the wrath of a ſin- -avenging God is in- 


deed ſomething to be afraid of, and that religion | is real and 


got chimerical. 
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In health he accounted the lives of the religious to be 
madneſs, and their latter end without honour, So 
he lived, and now his infolence, in baſely contemning the 


ways and people of the Lord, hath iſſued in that ſtnpe- 


faction of mind, which ere long will terminate in intole- 
rable anguiſh; then he will be fully convinced, that his ſup- 


poſed fools are the only wiſe ones on the face of the earth, 


and that their latter end is more honourable than that of 


all men beſides, 


: "4m awful proof of degeneracy touched me ſo ſenſibly . 


that, as thought, 1 uttered. {ome ſuch a mentalen as 
is. 2 


O SIN! monſtrous beyond all productions Thou moſt 


abominable of every evil! Thou haſt bereaved us of our 
native knowledge poſſeſſed in our creation ſtate, diffuſed 


darkneſs through the whole underſtanding. Thou haft 


changed our ancient love into preſent hatred, and all our 3 
former holineſs gives place to ſinful inſenſibility. Can a man 


ſtand at the entrance of the grave, and there concert the 


ſchemes of earthly pleaſure ? Having his feet on the threſhold 


in the gates of perdition, can he yet believe himſelf in 2 
land of ſecurity and reſt? Who could ever conceive, with- 
out ocular demonſtration, that ſuch blindneſs ſhould over 
ſpread the mind of a rational being, as for him to look og 
his body as tenable even when in the chilling embraces of 
deſolating DEATH? But ſo it is, through thy prevalency, 
thou moſt loathſome of every nature! By thee deſtruction 
overwhelms the human race, thou fertile ſource of innume- 
rable evils! O let me for ever admire the diſcriminating 


grace of the great Three in One, who by the ſpecial influences 


of the divine ſpirit hath realized lin to me in all its hate- 
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ful deformities and dreadful conſequences ; hath made my 
once ſtupified and benumbed Conſcience feel a gentle touch 
of his fatherly anger on account of ſin; and hath, accord- 
ing to his own purpoſe and grace, been pleaſed to lead me 
for pardon and acceptance unto that precious bload, enriched _ 
with all the fulneſs of indwelling god-head! O my foul, 

Hleſs thou the Lord for a ſenſe of fin ; for though it is pain- 
ful it is alſo ſalutary. Let them not be accounted for thy 
companions, who deem a ſenſe of ſin to be ſuperfluous ig 

oO 


Ir was now that I thought my guide Veratio interrupted 
me, juſt as the ſin-hardened Securus departed this life; and 
ſaid, Thoughtleſs he lived, and thoughtleſs he died; but 
now he 1s thoughtful enough. Believe me, Novitio, he hath 
already thought more of hell, ſin, and rebellion, than ever 
he did in all his life. Look you, Nevitin, to yunder lake 
of fire and brimſtone, where he is already plunged, under- 
going the unknown tortyres of the ſecond death. And 
now he hath a never-ending eternity before him, to think 
of what is paſt and what is future. Unhappy is he who 
is thoughtleſs in life, and unprovided for in death, like 
the wretched Securus I A brilliant funeral is indeed deſigned 
him; but, alas! what pleaſure can lifeleſs clay, or a tor- 
mented ghoſt, take in funeral pomp, or the crocodilian 
tears of the mercenary mourner? But Jet us leave his re- 
lifts to endure that honour deſigned to be impoſed upon 
them, and let you and I ſce what farther diſcoveries we 
are capable of making. 


©, Stn, ſaid I, what dreadful ſcenes you unfold ! Is this 
Veratio, the portraiture of unmaſked death? Do all my fellow- 
Lreatures die thus miſerable ? And is there no ſuch thing as 3 
— comfortable 
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comfortable DEATH to be ſeen? o, ſir, my very fle 


ſhudders at theſe awful diſcoveries. 


Mx guide replied, Know, young man, that ſorrow is an- 


tecedent to joy, grief before conſolation, darkneſs before 
light, and humility before honour. Shrink not back when 


the cup of bitterneſs kiſſeth your lips, ſeeing it is prepa- 


rative to the cup of ſalvation. But if NMovitio trembles 
to fee ſuch horrible appearances of DEATH, only think 


what they mult feel who endure it? However, compaſſion- 


ing your timorous diſpoſition, I ſhall only ſnew you one 


| inſtance more of the death of the ungodly ; after which I 
ſhall endeavour to recompenſe your pain by more pleaſant 


diſcoveries. I mean, I ſhall diſcover unto you ſome of the 
godly, with their latter end. In the mean while, let us at- 
| dend the dilcanſalate Letitia in her parting n . 


Tals aid, he led me away to a en apartment, 


decorated with all the productions of art. In this apartment, 
brilliant as it was, we ſaw a lady, whom all the riches of 
the eaſt could not make happy; ſhe lay on a bed of down, 
ſurrounded with hangings of damaſk it is true, but found 


no more reſt than if ſhe had lain on cornered flints; ſhe was 
under the power of an inveterate malady, and had been far ſe- 
veral years; but greatly added thereunto by murmuring at, 
and repining under the afflictive diſpenſation, She ſeemad 
to me to be about thirty-five years of age, and had been 


poſſeſſed of a goodly meaſure of external beauty, before it 


was blaſted by this inveterate evil; ſo that, whilſt a maiden, 
| ſhe was what we commonly call a genteel lady; and what- 
ever qualifications Tere/a could boaſt of, were all to be found 
in the youthful Letitia. In her affliction, which was indeed 
grievous, being a cancer in the breaſt, ſhe greatly envied 


ſider herſelf as a dying woman, liable to give an account 
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the happineſs of her viſitors, purely becauſe they enjoyed 
health, the loſs of which ſhe inconſolably lamented; and 
inſtead of receiving the viſits of her friends with that 
grateful civility which might have been expected from a 
perſon of her rank and education reduced to ſuch diſtreſ- 
ſing circumſtances, ſhe was uſed to give it them in ſome 
fach terms as theſe: | I 


IT is well for you; you can go abroad at your pleaſure; 


and viſit your friends, and with them partake of the ſweet- 

neſs of life: you may make much of it now, for you have 

all the genteel amuſements to yourſelves : as for me, I know 
not what evil I have committed more than others, that I 

ſhould be impriſoned in this ſolitary place, to endure ſuch 
racking pains as I do. I hear of many who have lived far 
more liberal than ever I did, who ſtill continue to enjoy all the 


pleaſures which either town or country can afford; but I muſt 
lie here on this irkſome bed, and nobody knows when I ſhall 
be able to go abroad, ſo much as to take an airing, or to ſee 
one friend or another. I employ the beſt phyſician in the 
county ; but how it is, I know not, he can cure others, 
but all his preſcriptions ſeem to be loſt upon me. It was 
thus ſhe entertained her friends, and thus ſhe rendered her- 


ſelf diſagreeable to all that came near her, 


A cop x miniſter in the neighbourhood was uſed occa- 
ſionally to viſit her, but his company was never very deſirable 
to her, his converſation being by far too ſerious for a lady 
of her diſpoſition of mind : her elevated ſtation, and the 
known precariouſneſs of her temper, long deterred him from 
dealing ſo faithfully with her as he deſired ; but at laſt he 
greatly offended, by telling her, that ſhe. ought to con- 


all 
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Ml her actions to a juſt and impartial God, whoſe ſer 
tence cannot poſſibly be evaded; He faithfully told her; 
that ſhe muſt be regenerated by the ſpirit of God, and 


ſprinkled with the blood of Chriſt, before ſhe had any rea- 


ſon to expect that her death would be comfortable. He 
told her, that unleſs ſhe was renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
that no regard would be paid at the great tribunal to her 


elevated ſtation in life, for only thoſe in every nation who 
fear God and work righteouſneſs ſhall be faved ; for the 
Lord God, ſaid he, is no ref Pee” of Perſons. | 


By this ſeaſonable lier aid ſuch ſalutary inſtruction, 


the good Philanthropos incurred her lady ſhip's diſpleaſure ſo 


far, that ſhe could never after gratefully receive a viſit from 
him, but was always ſullen and out 11. 8 in his com» 


| pany; 


Tax venerable YVeratio turned himſelf to me, and thus 


he faid ; Letitia was a fine gentlewoman, a deſcendant of a 


right honourable and illuſtrious family, by birth intitled to 


a very conſiderable fortune, and gentcely handſome in her 
perſon. Her noble parents, with all imaginable tenderneſs, 


from her earlicſt days, indulged her to the laſt degree; they 
never cared to croſs her inclinations, or reſtrain her humour, 


however extravagant; by which means ſhe became impe- 
rious and haughty, a perfect humouriſt in her temper. From 
her youth upward ſhe was inured to all the vanities of the 


town; the park, the playhouſe, and the opera, were as fa- 


miliar to her as her bed-chamber, and well ſhe knew how 
to act her part in every genteel entertainment. Her beauty, 


rank, and fortune, brought a noble earl lawfully to her 


bed, about the age of twenty-one. Being now commenced 


wife, ſhe abated i of the pleaſures to which ſhe had 
devoted 


l 
devoted herſelf, but added very conſiderably thereunto, by 
receiving and returning many uſeleſs and unprofitable viſits, 
until the unhappy time on which ſhe was viſited by this ma- 


: Konant evil, which is indeed the forerunner of her death ; 


and then ſhe was out of temperwith every body who came 


near her. Huſband, children, and ſervants, all ſhared in 
her anger. Letitia's beauty was eſteemed more than eaſtern 


pearls ; ſhe vainly imagined that the diamond loſt its bril- 


liance when her eye deigned to glance upon it; and the da- 
maſk roſe its livelineſs, when compared to her more lively 


cheek; and the coral ſhe ſuppoſed to yield all its perfection, 
and own itſelf undone when her mellifluous and pleaſant 

lips were unmaſked: but poignant pain, and frequent fick- 
neſs, greatly impaired her adored beauty, and ſurpriſingly 


added to her affiiction. So long as her ſtrength would ad- 
mit of it, ſhe was wont to try her features in the looking- 


glaſs oftener than once a day ; but how the faithful mirror 
was charged with falſhood, and bore the weight of her in- 


dignation, is not worth your while to hear, or mine to 


relate. 


O, Str, ſaid I, methinks that on all our looking-glaſſes 
this motto, mements mori, ought to be fixed; for even 


beauties, who delight to gaze u pon looking- als meet with 


no reprieve from DEATH. 


Trar ſon of Melpomene, who ſo judiciouſly hath drawn 
the portraiture of the grave, repreſents beauty as not one 


Whit more grateful to the worms than deformity, and as 


certainly their feaſt, If you pleaſe, ſir, I ſhall recite the 


| paſſage to mon 


Cad Beauty ! thou pretty play- thing ! dear dun ! 
* That ſteals fo ſoftly o'er the ſtripling's heart, 
| | ce And 
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. And gives it a new pulſe unknown before 

% The grave Giſcredits thee : thy charms expung'd, 
& Thy roſes faded; and thy lilies ſoil'd ; 

% What haſt thou more to boaſt of ? will thy lovers: 


« Flock round thee now to gaze and do thee homage ? 


« Methinks I fee thee with thy head low laid, 

«© Whilſt ſurfeited upon thy damaſk cheek, 

The high - fed worm in lazy volumes roll'd, 

% Riots unſcar'd, For this was all thy caution? 

« For this thy painful labours at the glaſs ? | 
N T'improve theſe charms, and keep them in repair, 


4 For which the ſpoiler thanks thee not. Foul feeder ! 


«© Coarſe fare and carrion pleaſe thee full as well, 
o And leave a as keen a reliſh on the ſenſe.” 


. B air. 


Ar, faid erat, Mr. Blair may fog in that ral a 


great While before our beauties are likely to mind what 


he ſays; for, to this day, it hath been at the peril of any 


ſervant or attendant whatſoever, to tell Letitia that her 
looks are altered; nor hath her phyſician and ſurgeon ever 
dared to tell her that her diſeaſe is incurable. Fall of pain 
indeed is the unhappy lady; but ſhe languiſheth out her 
time in murmuring and repining at the ſad NE and 
| envying the MESS of others. 


Mx guide Faithing here, I thought in my dream that her 
phyſician entered the chamber, and, feeling the Iady's pulſe, 
ſhe aſked him, if he thought there were no hopes of her 
recovery? The doctor rephed, © 1 am afraid, madam, there 
, is not.” Then ſhe fell into a fit of viſible diſcontent, and 
ſiafully uttered many things againſt the ways of the Al- 
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mighty; and continued, to her laſt, charging him with ine- 
quality. DE 


Tux time of her departure come, I ſaw terrible ſights ; 


her life being ſpent in gaiety and madnels, her latter 


end was without honour; for no ſooner was the unhappy 


ſoul drove forth from the once delicate body, now the vans. 
quiſhed prey of relentleſs DEATH, but ſhe was ſcized by the 
cruel meſſengers of deſtruction, and forcibly dragged to ap- 
_ pear at the equitable bar of a Pride: reſiſting God; from 


whence, as a juſt reward of her unholy life, ſne was ſent 
bound hand and foot to be caſt into utter darkneſs, where 


the worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched: 
there ſhe wept, ſhe wailed, and gnaſhed her teeth. There 
ſhe found many of her formen companions; but alas! their 


wonted chearfulneſs and mirth was departed, and horrid 


deſpair fat louting on every countenance z whilſt the convul- 
ſive bowels of ever-diſmal hell rolled her impetuous billows 
upon them, and every ſingle ſenſe drank in the unutterable 


torment, 


7 fE miſerable end of Letitia thus ſurveyed, I cried out, 
o God! who hath hardened himſelf againſt thee, and hath 
proſpered ? If a ſelf-adoring Pharaoh ſay, Who is the 


Lord, that I ſhould obey him?“ Thou haſt a Red Sea in 


which he ſhall be drowned. If an haughty Nebuchadnezzar 
ſay | in his heart, © This is great Babylon which I have built 
* for the houle of my kingdom, and for the glory of my ma- 
« jeſty;” the heart of a beaſt ſhall be given to him, and he 
ſhall eat graſs like the oxen in the field; and if a God for- 


getting lady ſhall ſpend her life in the purſuit of tranſts 
tory pleaſures, the ſequel ſhall prove that ſhe has been dead 


to God wall ſhe lived to hericlf, 
g | | Tru 


_ 
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THEN turning to my guide, I ſaid, I perceive, fir, that 


DEATH is no reſpecter of perſons, knoweth no diſtinctions, 
can neither be bribed nor moved by intreaty, much leſs 


can be reſiſted by power. No, no, replied, Veratio, DEATH 


cannot be intreated, is an utter enemy to mercy, and a per- 
fect ſtranger to diſtinctions; the majeſtic prince, and the 


ruſtic peaſant ; the noble earl, and his fervile groom ; the 
amiable lady, and the ſcorched cook-maid are equally the 
ſame to his indiſcriminating ſhaft ; all diſtinctions vaniſh in 
the grave, that common receptacle of rich and poor, noble 
and ignoble, old and young; in this reſpect, one end 
happeneth to all men. Theſe people of diſtinction too often 
appear to deſire no other heaven beſides the vain and fan- 
taſlic pleaſures of life, little conſidering that ere long they 


muſt bid adicu to ſublunary enjoyments: and the moſt 


high God hath fixed it as an invariable maxim, that the 


dieſire after muſt precede the enjoyment of heaven, Hence, 


no deſires after the future enjoyment of God being poſ- 


ſeſſed in this life, it is not rationally to be expected, that 
they can enter into the celeſtial felicity at their death, 


THesE earthely gods, continued Peratio, are much diſſatiſ- 
fed if they receive not a great degree of homage from 
their inferiors in life; but, believe me, nothing is nothing is 
more common than for them at death to ſtand trembling 
under the force of ſelf· conviction, before the judgment. ſeat 
of the King of Kings, who hath declared himſelf to be no 
5 reſpecter of perſons. 


Tux, ſaid I, woe is me for my fellow creatures | into 
what deſtruction has ſin involved them! How few, alas! 
are they who know the things which make for their eter- 
| nal peace, before time be for ever hid from their eyes? 
Vabappys 
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Vihappy, moſt emphatically unhappy indeed Are they; 


whoſe only heaven conſiſts of glittering duſt, and whole 
deſired bliſs is compoſed of the empty honours and wretch- 


ed pleaſures of this ſeducing and bewitching world, Let 


honours in the higheſt degree be impoſed upon me, and let 


me enjoy all that men call pleaſurable; what will it profit 
me if my ſoul muſt be baniſhed, for ever baniſhed, from the 


amiable preſence of my God? Can theſe; Veratio, ever be 
deemed an ample compenſation for the loſs of God, in his 


divine excellencies and glorious ſubſiſtences? A lean; an 
empty heaven indeed it muſt be, where this is wanting. O, 
my ſoul, let thy delights for ever be attracted by the re- 
fined, the ſublime pleaſures of our holy religion ! and thou, 


my heart, look down with indifference upon all thoſe fine- 


ries which worldlings ſo much admire ! [ 


Hina thus 5 I thought a my guide, the good | 


Veratio, led me from this to anothet apartment in the oppo- 
ſite ſide of this ſtately building; and, as we entered the 
apartment, I heard a perſon, with a mourntul tone of voice, 


thus expreſs himſelf: Few and evil have been the days of 
the years of my pilgrimage, a few days and full of forrow, 
What is the meaning of this? ſaid I, this is a ſtrange kind 
of ſaying. To which he replied, You will underſtand this 


better anon. When we were entered within the chamber, 


I ſaw a grave man of advanced years, who ſeemed to be in 
great diſtreſs both of body and mind; and thus he addreſſed 
tome of his friends who attended him: ] 


O my friends, you little know what a ſinner I have 
been! let ſinners of higheſt rank be thought of, and 1 
aſſure you I am a greater ſinner than them all; yea, I am 
the very chief of ſinners, the vileſt and moſt unworthy crea» 

E 2 turg 
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ture in the world. O my friends! how juſtly doth the 


Lord afflict me now ! he leaves me not comfortleſs in my 


laſt trials without dreadful provocation : ſuch provocations 
as make my very heart bleed to think of them: juſtly, alas! 
am I left to the ſcourge of an evil conſcience, and made an 


inſtance of the terrible diſpleaſure of an offended God. 0 
what innumerable mercies have I enjoyed at his hand! 
burt ſuch hath been the ſinfulneſs of my ways, that I have 
groſly abuſed them, trampled them all under my feet; and 
what can I now expect but to be for ever baniſhed from 
| the preſence of him whoſe goodneſs I have ſo grofly abuſed, 


and againſt whom I have moſt ungratefully finned. I 


tremble to think of enduring his diſpleaſure ; but, if I muſt. 
_ endure it, I know it is my deſert, and in my condemnation 


I will confeſs him Ped for I, 19 have deſtroyed 
| my on 


Henn he was ſtopped by exceſs of grief, which vented 


itſelf in a flood of tears, and one of his friends who ſat by 


nim thus replied: My dear friend, I am exceedingly ſur- 
prized to hear you lay ſuch heavy accuſations againſt your- 


ſelf ; you charge yourſelf with the worſt and baſeſt of crimes ; 


whereas all we, your friends and acquaintance, are fully con- 
vinced, that ever ſince you made a profeſſion of religion, 
your moral conduct hath been unblameable ; yea, that the 


whole of your converſation hath been becoming true god- 
| linels, 


To which the ſick man replied : O my friend! {it is that, 
it is that that grieves me now! O how it pains me to think 


that people who could only ſee my outſide appearance, 
took me to be ſomewhat ; when, alas! my own heart all 
along told me, that I was nothing ; and, even now, the 


diſcovery 
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diſcovery of the pride and hypocriſy of my heart is a bur- 
den intolerable to me: I would fain have been ſincere, it 
is true, and I often thought that I ſtrove for it; but, O 
wretched and miſerable creature that I am! I never could 
attain to it. Sometimes, formerly, I flattered mylelf that 
I was one of the Lord's people ; but now the diſguiſe is 
taken off, and I am convinced that I have been, and till 
am, an enemy to all real righteouſneſs, and an utter ſtranger 
to the heart-purifying religion of the holy Jeſus, 


O HOW it orieves me, my friends, to think how I have 
impoſed upon the church of Chriſt, where I have only been, 
an intruder, a filthy goat amongſt the innocent ſheep of 
the Redeemer ! but now it is my greateſt fear, that I ſhall 
be for ever ſeparated from both him and them. 0 


HERE he was again ſtopped by the anguiſh of his ſpirit, 
and after a few minutes, another friend of his, in a ſpirited 
manner, replied : My dear brother, this is only a temptation 

of the enemy ; and ſuch, I truſt, ere long you will find it to 
be. It hath pleaſed the Lord to withdraw from you for a 
moment, and for holy ends, to leave you to the buffetings of 
Satan: but, believe me, believe God himſelf, he will re- 
turn with mercy and ſalvation, and with everlaſting loving- 
kindneſs he will gather you. What though your ſins are 
great, the merit of the Redeemer's ſacrifice is infinitely 
greater; what though the cry of them reach even to the 
heavens, his precious atonement ſurmounts them all; yea, 
what although they are of a ſcarlet or crimſon ſtain, the 
blood of Jeſus ſhall waſh you and make you white as wool, 
or the whiter ſnow. Satan is indeed permitted, as the ac- 
cuſer of the brethren, to load your conſcience with heavy 
| accuſations ; but yet a very little while, and the baſe accuſer 
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ſhall be caſt down; Satan ſhall be trampled for ever under 
your feet. 


LeT my fr jend conſider the many great and precious pro- 
miſes which are made to the poor in ſpirit, the weary and 
heavy laden, the captive, the broken-hearred ſinner, the 
hungering and thirfling faul, the mourner for ſin, &c. theſe. 
are the names and characters of the Redeemer's ſheep, and 
all theſe meet together in my brother ; which is to us, though 
not to yourſelf, an evident token of your adoption by grace 


into the elect family. Had he not loyed you, he would never 


| have put his own ſeal upon'you ; had he not choſen you to 
ſalvation, through ſanQification of the ſpirit, you could 
never thus have groaned under-the depravity of your nature; 

and having loved you, it is with an everlaſting love, a love : 
” which never can alter, but is ſure to endure to the end. 
How can my brother ſink whilſt the arm of everlaſting love 
is underneath him? O my friend! think of the above cha- 


fracters of the redeemed, and try if you find not + ſome of them 


belonging to yourſelf, 


He ceaſed here, and the ſick man with a tembling voice, 
replied: I thank you, my dear fir, in the moſt grateful man- 
ner, for your tender care for my welfare ; but, alas! I can 
ſee nothing i in me that looks i in the leaſt like to the character 
of the Redeemer 8 people: : I ſee no promiſe i in the Bible that 
belongs to me; for a word of promiſe would be a comfort- 
ing ſtay to my ſinful ſoul, now in my laſt diſtreſs. It is 
; true, tl that many times in my life, the trouble of my mind 
hath been alleviated by ſuch conſiderations as you propoſe; 
but cow 1 am a dying man, ready to launch forth into a 
dark eternity, and cannot draw rational concluſions from 
ſuch conſiderations. 0 eternity! eternity nothing can 
| * me look! into eternity with pleaſu re, or render DEATH 
in any-wiſe comfortable to me, but a ſenſible manifeſtation 
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of my intereſt in the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, the 


Spirit himſelf bearing witneſs with my own ſpirit that I be- 


1 
? 


long to God, and am born of him. The pain of dying is 
nothing comparable to the pangs of ſoul that I feel in 


looking forward to a dreadful futurity: I may now fay in 


the language of the Pſalmiſt, Deep calleth unto deeß, at the 


noiſe of his water ſpouts, all his waves and his bill;ws are 


gone over me. I ſink in deep waters, wherein there is no 

flanding. I know, my friends, you would have me to truſt 
in God and apply the promiſes to myſelf; and gladly I would, 
| but I find that I can as ſoon remove mountains, and caſt 


them into the ſea, as to truſt and believe in- God with an 


appropriating faith, He hideth himſelf from me, and how 


ſhall I diſcern him? O that I knew where I might find him! 
I would come with Job even to his ſeat, and ſpread my 
complaint before him; but alas! he covereth himſelf with 
darkneſs, and will not admit of my approaches to him; 1 


preſs forward, but cannot find him; I look backward to 
paſt experience, but can ſee no tract of his Spirit's work; 
I turn me as it were to the right hand and left, but can per- 
ceive nothing at all of him. On the contrary, I am envi- 
roned with devils, and my own fins, which are more fright- 


ful to me than all the infernal tribes : : theſe do ſeparate de- 
twixt God and me, 


I THOUGHT that here the poor man's words were a third 


time interrupted with the agitation of his grief, and he 


ſhed abundance of tears: his friends prayed with and for 


him, fervent and much diſtreſſed they ſeemed to be in prayer ; 


every one imitating the conduct of the wreſtling patriarch, 


When at Peniel ; they likewiſe reaſoned with him concern- 


ing the immutability of divine love, the infinite value of the 
blood of Chriſt, the certainty of the ie of the cove- 
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' nant, the wiſe ends which God might have in withdrawing 
from him in his calamity, the aſſurance which the {criptures 
give us of the Holy Spirit finiſhing his work in the ſouls of 
his people, and the confirmed malice of the implacable temp- 
ter; withal expreſſing their hope that the Lord would yet 
appear for him in a way of conſolation, before he would * 
take him down into the dark valley of the ſhadow of death; 4 
but, il it ſhould be otherwiſe, they expreſſed their aſſurance 
of his landing ſafe on the ſhore of felicity; but all their 
endeavours ſeemed to be fruitleſs ; for he ſtill perſiſted in 
his belief that the righteous God had, in ſtrict juſtice, caſt 
him off, as unworthy of a place among his choſen ones. 
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I Now turned to my guide with a kind of diſdain on my 
countenance, and thus addreſſed him: Ah, fir, what a 
wretched deceiver this man muſt have been, in his life-time, 
that he is thus given up to the ſcourge of an evil conſcience _ 
at his death! O! it is a learful thing thus to o play the hy- 
| pocrite with God. 


To which my guide, with ſome warmth, replied : I told 
you before, Novitio, that you muſt not always judge of a 
man's eſtate according to the outward appearance of things, 
| This man, whom you ſo raſhly cenſure as a deceitful hypo- 
crite, is the good Humilius : ſo far from being what you 
apprehend, that he is one of the precious ſons of Zion, a 

faithful diſciple of the Redeemer, and a ſpecial favourite of 
Jehorah, whoſe ways are in the deep waters, and whoſe 
| judgments are unſearchable. Whilſt health and vigour at- 
tended Humilius, he was bleſſed with a greater than ordi- 
nary diſcovery of his own ſinfulneſs, both in the root and 
in the fruit; and he was one of the very few who grieved 
ay under a ſenſe of the pollutions of his depraved heart, 


and 


and conſequently under a ſenſe of the defilement and imper- 


fections of his very beſt ſervices. This diſcovery greatly 
tended to leſſen his comfort and joy, but at the ſame time 
it had an happy tendency to make him extremely careful of 


all his proceedings. His conſcience was affected with the 
ſlighteſt touch of ſin, and ſmote him even for an unſancti- 


fied thought; and he retained ſuch a ſenſe of ſin, that he 
was always low and mean in his own eſteem, Contrary 


to the practice of many profeſſors, he accounted himſelf the 


unworthieſt of all, utterly unworthy of a place in the church 


of Chriſt. On the other. hand, his fellow Chriſtians looked 


on him as a man of exemplary piety, holy and unrebukable 
In his converſation in the chnrch, and in the world; 


patient in tribulation, fervent and inſtant in prayer, deſiring 


not his own, but the glory of God ; not his own, ſo much 


as the good of the church of Chriſt. 


Tuts unexpected account of Humilius greatly amazed 


: me, and made me more ſolicitous to know what the event 


8 88 be, 


n I addreſſed my guide in the following 


manner: Venerable ſir, I readily acknowledge my error, 


and humbly beg your pardon for my tooliſh cenſure; and I 

beg you would ſignify your forgiveneſs by informing me, 
whether it is poſſible for ſuch, as you have deſcribed Humi- 
lius to be, to be caſt off by the Almighty, and periſh at laſt. 
To which I thought Yerat:9 replied : No, Novitio, it can- 
not poſſibly be that ſuch a one can periſh, for there are 
none but the regenerated who can anſwer the deſcription 


which I have given of the good Humilius; and any one may 


know, that none are regenerated but thoſe who are the ob- 


* of God's ſpecial love; and all thoſz he loves with an 
cver- 
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everlaſting love, he loves them to the end; therefore, 

*. however dark he may be with regard to union with, and 

N. intereſt in, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and through him in the 
love of God, it is not poſſible that he can be loſt. Theſe 
5 are dark paths, Novitis, through which Humilius is led; 
nevertheleſs they are ſure paths, and lead directly to the 


kingdom of light: and let me tell you, he is led even now | 


by the fountain of light himſelf, notwithſtanding he ſeems 
to be blind to any ſenſe of his leader's preſence. His pa- 
tience under his affliction, his reſignation to the divine will, 
with reſpect to bodily pain, and his juſtifying the ways of 
God, together with his earneſt deſire after forgiveneſs and 

acceptance, are ſo many evidences of his intereſt in the love 
of God, though at preſent he can ſee none of them. 


$18, ſaid I, permit me to aſc you another queſtion, for 

I am born to be troubleſome. Can there be any reafons 

_ aſſigned, why the Lord ſhould ſuffer ſome of his deareſt 
ſaints to fall into ſuch deſertion and diſtreſs in their lateſt 
hours? EI 3 


Yes, Neovitio, ſaid he, ſome reaſons may be aſſigned why 
it ſhould ſometimes be ſo; but want of love in God to their 
perſons, want of tenderneſs in the Redeemer, can never be 
juſtly thought to be the reaſon for it : but God hath holy 
ends to anſwer by every part of his procedure, and no doubt 
in this diſpenſation alſo. And I ſuppoſe that one end, which 
he may propoſe by the troubles of good Humilius, may be, 

to ſtir up his profeſſing people to double their diligence in 
the ule of all appointed means, thereby to make their call- 
ing and election ſure to themſelves; that when they arrive 
at their lateſt hours, they may be exempted from thoſe ſpi- 


ritua\ 


ritual conflicts which they ſee others exerciſed with. Ah, 


but, fir, faid I, how is it that the Lord maketh choice of 
thoſe who are moſt eminent in holineſs, to endure thoſe al- 
fictions which are deſi gned for the edification and i improve- | 


ment of their ſurviving brethren 2 


VE RATIO replied, There is no neceſſity that I know 
of, Novitio, for you to aſk a reaſon for the proceedings of 


the Almighty ; nevertheleſs the difficulty here doth vaniſh, 


when it is conſidered, that for the Moſt High to chooſe, for 


ſuch purpoſes, perſons whoſe conduct hath been leſs guard- 


ed, would not anſwer the ſame end; for people naturally 
expect that profeſſors, who are unguarded in their conduct, 
and remiſs in the known duties of religion, will find hard 
work of it on a death-bed, which will be no leſs trouble- 
ſome to them than if they lay upon pointed flints; ſo 
that, although the party himſelf may at laſt be ſaved, it is 
through fiery temptations and grievous afflictions. But when 


Chriſtian people behold a perſon of the moſt circumſpect 
and conſcientious converſation, ſpringing from principles of 
the moſt eminent piety, mourning after an abſent God, and 
lamenting his ſins, which all the world beſides himſelf are 


ſtrangers to, it naturally tendeth to ſtir up each to ſelf- 
examination, and to conſider his own ways. The learned 
Fleming relates a ſtory of a northern worthy who had been, 
in diverſe caſes, favoured with an extraordinary diſcovery 
of the mind and will of God, who, when he came to a2 


death-bed, called his friends to him, and thus addreſſed 


them: O my friends I J find it a great matter to be a real 
Chriſtian, and unrebukable before God : I declare to you, that 


fuch hath been my ſupport for the ſpace of ten years by-pafſt, | 


that God hath not been out of my thoughts as long at once, as 


ene might go to the Croſs and come again (which might be 


done 
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done in ten minutes unleſs I ow! bs A or about buſi- 


neſs, and after all, I ure you, that I am even now at the 
very brink 77 * 


ANOTHER end which God may have in view, perhaps, 
may be, to remove the carnal confidence which his own 
people are too prone to have, in the grace which they have 
already received; vainly imagining that they can overcome 

the ſevereſt trial in the ſtrength thereof, and with an an- 
cient profeſſor, when he ſtood on a place ſlippery enough, 
ready to ſay, My mountain tand: firong, I ſhall never be 
moved : not conſidering that the Chriſtian's conqueſt de- 
pendeth not on the grace which he hath already received, 
but on freſh ſupplies communicated in the time of need, 
from him in whom it hath pleaſed the Father that all ful- = 
neſs ſhould dwell, But the ſublime exerciſe of Chriſtian A 
faith conſiſts in a conſtant reliance upon God in Chriſt, for : 
| mercy to pardon every lin, and for grace to hep | in every 
time of heed, | 


Now when Chriſtian people behold the greateſt of ſaints 
labouring in the dark, under the ſevereſt conflicts of ſoul, 
it naturally tendeth to make them ſuſpect their ſuppoſed 
ſtrength, and to exerciſe themſelves in a habitual reliance 
upon God. And, ſeeing their need of freſh ſupplies. of 
5 grace, how naturally are they led by ſuch diſpenſations to 
the inexhauſtible fountain of all fulneſs, for ſtrength propor- 


tioned to their day of difficulty and trial; and eſpecially for | 1 : 
large ſupplies in their death - bed trials, becauſe very often HH 


they are found to be the greateſt ; and well it is that the 


Lord is pleaſed by any means to teach his people to live 
vpon himſelf, - 


Bur 


TS 10N. 61 
Bor come, Novitio, and I will diſcover to you the im- 
mediate cauſe of the ſorrow of good Humilius. 


Tus ſaid, the venerable Veratio anointed my eyes with 
| his precious eye- ſalve, and in an inſtant I diſcerned a de- 
formed fiend crouching cloſe by the ſide of Humilius, and 
_ whiſpering him in the ear; and, at every ſigh which the 


good man made through the preſſure of his grief, the mali- 


cious Fury ſmiled a moſt ghaſtly grin. But giving a cloſe at- 
_ tention to this evidence-darkener, 1 perceived a chain harder 
than adamant around his middle, the end of which was ſe- 
cure in the hand of a majeſtic perſon, who ſhone brighter 
by far than the ſun in his ſtrength ; by which I ſaw, that 


although it may pleaſe the Almighty ſometimes to permit 


Satan to diſturb the minds of his en ones, he never ſuf- 


fers him to deſtroy them. 


| Lan from Cs Novitio, ſaid Veratis to me, that the 


ſame enemy who allures to ſin, whilſt in health and proſpe- 
rity, will, if permitted, tempt to deſpair in a ſtate of ſick- 
[neſs and adverſity. And be you, yea let every Chriſtian be 


thankful that Satan is ever kept under a ſuitable reſtraint by 
the power of Almighty God, otherwiſe feeble mortals muſt 


of neceſſity {ink under his great ſuperiority, 


| Herr my guide ceaſed, and, as I thought, the good Humi- 
lius for the laſt time opened his mouth and ſaid, Ever ſince 
I knew any thing of religion, flying to Chriſt has been my 


| aſt reſource; I am now dreadfully oppreſſed with the 


weight of my ſins, but whither ſhall I fly for help, but to 
the mercy of that God againſt whom I have ſinned ? there 


is none in the heavens above, nor upon the earth below, 
that can help me but He; as it has been in my life-time, 


4 EP. ſo 


9 - © on ey WL . 
W 5 — 5 
* 8 — 2 
— 2 3 = 
ee 8 MY 2 — Sig A APR. Hs 2 
— — 


— — 


4 — 8 LES. — x ks 


* 
r 


62 i E A T N 


ſo it is now, this is my laſt reſource; I die if I truſt him nt, 
I can but die if I truſt in him; therefore I will proſtrate my 
ſoul at the foot of his throne, ad there will I ſue for mercy; 
il I periſh, T periſh! and if I ſhould, as I deſerve, be ſpurned 
from his preſence, it ſhall be relying on the blood and righte- 


ouſneſs of Chriſt, for there is ſalvation in none othet. 


Hebe uttered theſe words, with the ung rattle in his 
= throat, his ſpeech failed, to the great grief of his godly ac- 


5 quaintance, ſome of whom ſaid, Alas! leſt this ſhould be 2 
means of turning the lame out of the way. And one thing 
I beheld pleaſed me mightily, which was this, the moment 
that good Humilius ceaſed to ſpeak, the majeſtic perſon that 


1 ſpoke of, who ſhone ſo gloriouſly, gave the chain, where- 


Vithal the fury was bound, a ſevere twitch, which obliged 


bim to leave the good man to his reſt; and which ſo enraged 


the ſqualid infernal, that he growled moſt hor Tibly, and in 
very pain gnawed the adamantine chain, then difappeated, 


and I ſaw him no more. 


Ix the mean while my benevolent guide, by ſome ſuper- 
natural means, opened my ears that I could hear and in fome 
meaſure underſtand the language of ſpirits, which I no ſooner 
| perceived, than with all the diligence I attended to whet 
now paſſed with the good Humilius; in whoſe concerns [I 


found myſelf by this time deeply intereſted ; and as I liſtetied, 
I heard the Almighty, who but a little before ſeemed to ſtand 


upon mount Sinai, ſurreunded with clouds of darkneſs, 
and horrible tempeſt, now ſpeak from mount Zion in a {till 
ſmall voice, and ſaid to the ſpeechleſs man, I have loved thee 
with an everlaſiing and immutable love, therefore I have 


drawn thee by dark paths to myſelf; yea, I have cauſed thee 
to paſe under the rod, and have as thee into the band of 


the 


. Ne 5 
* r n pO det Ele e : 
. ... 2 
. PE 5 7 8 2 LEN 2 
. þ W e of 448 2 
r ee dC 2. 3245 e 
a VC 2 — * Wy S > . 54; «ONS < 
Ir 


ET $ 10K © 6: 


the covenant. The way which I led thee thou knoweſt not, 
but I have made crooked places ſtraight before thee, and rough 
places ſmooth : thy warfare is now accompliſhed, and [ pave 


bruiſed — for ever under thy ye 


Tux dying man no Hows felt the bleſſed fſofts of the 

well-known voice of God, than in an extaſy of joy he 
_ mentally replied, My Lord, and my God! Now DEATH, 
do thy worſt; come as ſoon as thou wilt, thou awful ſke. 
leton, for now thou art welcome. Now my Lord is re- N 
turned with loving-kindneſs, I can with pleaſure enter thy 


cold embrace, and repoſe my fleſh in thy gloomy man- 


ſions; haſten thy pace, thou tardy executioner ; cut ſhort 

thy work, thou friendly enemy. I long to enjoy the bea- 

tific viſion of him who loved me, and waſhed me in his 
blood. 


I saw in my dream, that the guardian angels deſcended _ 
from heaven in blazing ſquadrons, to attend the diſmiſſion 
of this ſanctified ſoul, and to guard her paſſage to the ce- 
leſtial world. As the good Humilius ceaſed to breathe, 
the attending angels clapped their wings for joy, that one 


more of the choſen race had paſſed through the ghry- birth, 


that one more of the elect charge was ſafely gathered home: 


with holy fervour they ſaluted the glorious ſpirit, and bid 
her welcome into the undiſturbed reſt of their ſplendid 


ſociety, She thankfully received their pure careſſes, and 
inſtantly mixed her melodious voice with thoſe warbling 


choriſters who attended her, and who ſung the moſt de- 


lightful ſong that ever ear attended to; and I thought I 


could diſcern the glorious notes of ſweet deliverance from 


the lips of the newly departed ſoul, in a key more exalted 


than the reſt, 0 with what pleaſure did I liſten to the ſo- 


lemn 
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| | Havine fang 3 noble 3 to diſtinguiſhing if | 
and unfruſtrable grace, ſhe with all her glorious attendants 
. Nretched their brilliant pinions, and ſwift as thought ſhot 
through the vault of heaven towards the regions of eter- 
nal felicity. And as ſoon as they arrived in the empyrean 
plain, I beheld innumerable companies. of the celeſtial hoſts 
in their long, their glorious and refulgent garments, with 
crowns of gold upon their heads, and triumphant palms in 
their hands, come in bright proceſſion to the golden gates 
of the New Jeruſalem, to congratulate the ſoul on her ſafe 
arrival in the glory-world, and in triumph to conduct her 
up to the throne of God. As they paſſed along through 
| the ſtreets of paradiſe, which were all paved with diamonds 


and topazes, the departed Humilius was often ſaluted by 


his former companions in warfare, who greatly rejoiced 
that his courſe of pilgrimage was finiſhed, and that the 
time of his coronation was come; and in their bright pro- 
ceſſion from the golden gates of the holy city up to the 

JASPER THRONE, ſhouts of loud joy and peals of raptu- 
rous triumph burſt from each tongue, and made all the ce- 
leſtial arches ring in concert with their elevated voices. 


I THOUGHT I ſaw the bleſſed, the ever · adorable Jeſus 
deſcend from the midſt of the throne, and meeting Hu- 
milius, embraced him with tender affection; he alſo called 
upon the excellent Theophilus, under whoſe miniſtry Hu- 
milius, it ſeems, had been ſavingly converted, and let him 
know that now another diamond muſt be added to his 
crown, as another of the children whom God had given 
$30 his faithful miniſtry was happily arrived, Then he 


Avisis XX 
took Aer by the hand, led him up to the all- glorious 
throne, and to Him who fat in the moſt majeſtic Nate 
thereon, he faid, Moft holy Father, behold this darling ob- 
Jef of thy love and choice, this ſubjeft of my redemption is 
ſafely arrived in thy more immediate and mot joyous pre- 
ſence ; being fully prepared for it by the divine influence of 
the Holy Ghoft. Let him now poſſeſs the manſio which 


| hath ſo lang been prepared for him, and enjoy the reft unto 
which he was hs 


Taren He who fat on the hou thus beſpoke the ſoul, 
Come, my beloved ene, receive the joys which I have prepared 
: for thee, and the glory unto which 1 appointed thee ; for I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, and by my ſpecial 
care of thee I hve drawn thee to my gor. 


THEN the records of eternity were all laid open before 
| him, who now being bleſt with the beatific viſion, could 
read therein every line which related to his own ſtate either 
in time or in eternity. And oh, how great was the wonder 
of the ſoul ! How inflamed was her gratitude, when ſhe 
found every circumſtance attending her pilgrimage below, 
was unalterably fixed in the decrees of God, which are fo 
dark and difficult unto us in the church below! With holy 
' amazement ſhe beheld, that the whole chain of time's pro- 
vidence flowed from and centered in the love of God to her 
in the perſon of Chriſt, Silent no longer could ſhe fit, but 
her wonder broke forth in rapturous ſongs of ceaſeleſs 
praiſes, in concert with all the redeemed hoſts, who now, 
in the fervour of unutterable love, ſtruck the golden harp 
2nd ſung reſponſive to the trembling wire. 


F | Having 
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Hav followed Humilius thus far, Veratio ſpoke to rhe, 


; 11 100 the viſion was withdrawn; but left ſome 'impreſ- | 
ſions on my mind which I truſt will never be eraſed; and 
being at laſt capable of a little reflection, after my wonder 


and-aſtoniſhment was abated, I could not help thinking of 
the infinite difference betwixt theſe who die in the Lord, 
and thoſe who die in their ſins; the latter being precipi- 


_ fately- plunged into the fearful abyſs of dark and ever-burn- 
ing hell, where the worm dieth not; whereas the former 
are immediately tranſported on angelic wings, from a land 
of ſin and many ſorrows, into the more immediate pre- 
ſence and ineffable light of the ever bleſſed Three, to par- 
take of all the joys of the undivided One; then I faid, Bleſſed 


are the dead who die in the Lord, fer they reſt 2 825 * ia- 


bours, and ir Works follow them, 


81 was ruminating on theſe things, I thought that my 


guide called me away, ſaying we may yet ſee DEATH at- 
tended with very different circumltances ; and although J 


thought myſelf by the laſt ſcene fully repaid for all the 


| terror I had undergone at the beginning of my acquaintance 
with Veratio, I found myſelf inſpired with the moſt eager 


deſire to have farther diſcoveries of ſanctified DEATH; 


therefore, I followed him with the greateſt eagerneſs out 


of this chamber, wherein I had viewed ſuch an agreeable 


ſcene, into another apartment adjacent to it, and there he 
- © ſhewed me an happy diſciple, who with great compoſure of 
mind was laid on a ſick bed, though under the preſſure of 
heavy affliction; calm and ſerene in the midſt of tempeſ- 


tuons trouble; in the midſt of trying ſorrow his patience | 


ſtood unmoved, even as the ſtately oak lifts up its lofty 


head, deſpiting the weſtern tempeſt; or as the ſtable rock, 


amidſt the furious ſurges, endures their wrathful diſcharge 
. | 5 without 
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without the leaſt emotion. Rent with racking pain, and 
oppreſt with deathly ſickneſs, he patiently, though with a 
trembling voice, faid, Good is the Lord's will concerning 
me! the cup that my heavenly father hath mingled for me, 
mall T not patiently drink it? I thought in my dream that 
he was thus addreſſed by one of his friends; Sir, I would 
have you to repoſe yourſelf a little, for your afflictions are 
very heavy; and notwithſtanding your ſpirit is ſubmiſſive, 
your fleſh muſt needs be very weak. To which he re- 
plied, My afflictions are all known to the Lord, yea it is 
my God who hath fixed the degree of them; and ſeeing the 
Almighty is pleaſed to do it, I dare not, I cannot com- 
plain, for I am well aſſured that he can do nothing wrong. 
Were it not right he could not do it, omnipotent as he is. 
My affli tions indeed make this clay tabernacle to totter, 
but are lighter than nothing when put in the balance 
with my ſins. I well know they might be infinitely greater, 
and yet my God be a juſt God. But mercy and tender 
compaſſion guides his hand even when he ſmites; and his 
bowels yearn when he mingles a bitter cup for any of us. 

J am fully perſuaded that he will lay no more upon me 
himſelf, nor ſuffer others to lay any more upon me, than 
he will ſupport me under ; for the Lord is very pitiful and 
full of merry even to me, though I deſerve nothing at all 3p 
at his hand but to be left to lie down in ſorrow; I am WY 
therefore altogether eaſy about the meaſure of my afflic- 67d 
tions. | 


IT was here he ſtopped, and one of his friends rejoined ; 
My deamir, how great is the bleſſing to be thus filled with 
comfort in the midſt of your afflictions! To which the ſick 
man replied : Indeed, my friend, my comforts are far from 
being lo hight7e 'on gg imagine; on the contrary, I aſſure you 
14 5 ood: that 
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that ſenſible enjoyment runs very low as me at preſent. 
But this is the ground of all my confidence, 7eſus Chriſt is the 


| have. had many ſtruggles with my own unbelieving heart, 


the love of God. But, glory to the Almighty name, the 
enemy ſeems to be withdrawn; my anchor is within the 


poor helpleſs worm, and my faith is very tottering, but 
the rock of my ſalvation, the object of my faith, can never 


leaſt ſhadow of turning, 


| nnn al, continued he, I muſt confeſs that I have often 
been indulged with the ſenſible manifeſtations of divine 


I do now. But O, let me not attempt to correct the pro- 


_—_. 


promiſed that he will never leave nor forſake me, and I ac- 
count him faithful who hath promiſed, I bleſs him for his 


4 dark and ſtormy day. I would not for all the world be 
| _ __ without an intereſt in the above precious PO for I 
i live not now by ſenſe, but by faith, and this a 
found a good deal of work for the little faith I have. Be- 
lieve me, my friends, I have often been obliged, in times of 

darkneſs and difficulty, to live upon the external word of 


Qace, and it has upon the whole been youu and life to my 


ſoul. 


fame, Heller day, to-day, and for ever; he is the rock f my 
ſoul, and however my comforts flow, 1 account them not 


my Chriſt. Since it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me with this 
affliction, which 1 think is drawing near to a period, I 


and many conflicts with Satan, in regard to my intereſt in 
vail, and my hope is fixed in Immanuel. I myſelf am a2 
be ſhaken ; he remains, and I rejoice in it; he remains the 


ſame for ever; with him there is no  variablenels, nor the | 


love, when to my own apprehenſion I ſtood leſs in need than 
ceedings of unerring wiſdom ! The Lord's ways are the 
| beſt, and I deſire to ſubmit to them; he hath graciouſly 


word.—This is the hold into which I fly for ſhelter in the 


iCtion hath 
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ſoul. I never knew the promiſe to fail, but the word on 
which he hath cauſed me to hope, bath always been con- 
firmed to me, I have ever found the Almighty to be as 
good as his word, ever better than my fears ſuggeſted, 955 - 


bn 14d more gracious than my deſerts. 


Tur ſick man being ſpent with ſo much ſpeaking, I 


| thought that he was obliged to ſilence for a ſmall ſpace to 


recover himſelf. But ſuch was his zeal for the welfare of 


his friends, chat as ſoen as Pune he og to chem as 
follows. 


My dear brethren, in all appearance I am now near, 
very near my laſt hour, and I tell you, and beg that you 
will regard it as the words of a dying man, that the croſs 


of Chriſt is of excellent uſe in mortifying us to creature 


objects. Croſs diſpenſations of Providence, bodily aMic- 


tions, and the temptations of Satan are ſuch excellent corro- 


ſives, that by the direction and influence of God the Spirit, 


they prove the deſtruction of ſin in our members. For my 


own part I declare to you all that I have learned more of 
God by afflictions, than by all ths ſermons that I have « ever 
heard POO: 


IT was now that Yeratia whiſpered thus to me; I well 
believe, Novitio, what this good man ſays of his afflictions, 
for as the fervent fire is to the golden ore, and water to 


the ſullied linen, ſo is ſanctified afflictions to thoſe who are 
exerciſed yyith tbom. Parricide is lawful in no caſe elſe but 


this; here it is a righteous thing, that affliftions, which are 


the legitimate offspring of ſin, ſhould firſt curb the power, 


and at laſt Sag the being of their accurſed Parent. And 
6 „ ee ee | for 


yo "24 A” T H: 
| for our comfort, let us know that afffictions themſelves can · 
not ſurvive the ſin which they inſtrumentally deſtroy. | 


In the” mean \ while the dying man continued and ſaid, 
My dear friends, deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord; 
reſiſt not affliction with a fooliſh Pagan bravery ; les | 
| murmur, repine, nor faint when you are rebuked by him; 
for he chaſtiſeth not in anger, neither does he rebuke in hot 
diſpleaſure; If you are the objects of divine love, you mult 
expect the application of the rod, for whom the Lord loveth 
he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth, 
If you are the diſciples of the meek and lowly Jeſus, you. 
muſt expect in this life to bear the croſs, for it is always an- 
tecedent to the crown, Be you aſſured, my friends, that 
| the way in which no croſs is found, muſt needs be the broad 
and downward: way; for the croſs of Chriſt is the right, the 
only path-way to the kingdom; and thoſe who deſpiſe and 
reject the croſs will find themſelves at death deprived of 
the crown. Here he ſtopped again, his ſtrength being ex- 
hauſted, and his ſilent friends ſtood with a mournful plea- 
ſure around his bed. And after ſome time, one of them 
made fo free as to aſk him, whether he would chooſe to live 
| or die, on ſuppoſition that the Almighty would grant his 
deſire? To which, being a little refreſhed, he replied : In- 
deed, my friend, I cannot tell you; for ſo far as I know my 
_ ewnheart, which hath all along been a myſtery to me, Ineither 
deſire life nor death; for me to live is Chriſt, and for me to 
die is eternal gain, I know that the Almighty hath numbered 
my days, and my months are with him; he hath fixed the bounds 
of my habitation, and I cannot paſs pver it; yea, he hath 
by ag immutable decree fixed the very moment and means 
of my'difſolution. Why then ſhould. I anxiouſly think or 
care any ching at all about it? His purpoſes are for ever the 
ſame, and the thoughts of his heart unto all generations. 
His 
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| His council ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſure : : if 


I am appointed to death, as I think I am, I truſt he will 


glorify himſelf in my death; and if it ſhould be that I am 
appointed to life, he hath wiſdom and power ſufficient to 
glorify himſelf in my life. I yield myſelf wholly to his diſ- 


poſal, for the judge of all the earth can never do os, p 


| hon — dying may God my 9 ified in me. 


= Hers he ceaſed, and his tiene with vilble ſympathy re- 
joined: Happy, my dear brother, it is for you to be thus 
indulged with ſtrength from on high, in the time of your 


great diſtreſs, But tell me, my friend, if your ſtrength will 


permit, do tell me, if you have no deſire to live and ſee 
your wife and children comfortably provided for? Methinks 
it is a deſirable thing to ſee our children educated in a re- 
ligious manner, and ſettled agrecably in the world. Theſe 
things often lie with a diſtreſſing weight upon my mind, 
and are ties which ſtrongly bind me down to carth, and 
which I ſincerely deſire to be delirered from. 


TE ſick man 1 My dear friend, I muſt confeſs to 


you, that, next to the welfare of the Redeemer's church, 
my wite and children are dear to me, and if any thing could 


now prevail with me to deſire a longer ſojourument in this 
valley of ſorrows, it would be the welfare of my dear chil- 
dren, and dearer wife, for they have always been dear to 


me ever ſince I enjoyed them; and conſulting their welfare, 
| hath formerly been attended with great anxiety. But now 
I fee, that in my paſt overcarefulneſs I was far from being 
ſubmiſſive to the ſovereign pleaſure of an all- diſpoſing God; 
but as far as lay within my power was for wreſting the dil- 
penſations of his providence out of his unerring hand. Had 
: done what 1 could to promote their welfare, and left the 
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iſſue to th Almighty, 1 bad done well: but r [ could 


not be eaſy, unleſs I evidently ſaw the iſſue anſwer my de- 


fre. But bleſſed for ever be that God who turneth our 


hearts as he does the rivers of water ; at preſent all anxiety 


appears to be gone, and my wife and children are no bur- 


then at all to my mind; for I know that the God whom 1 
| ſerve will convert the ſtones of the wall into bread, before | 


be will ſuffer the ſeed of the righteous to famiſh . 


I 


SETTLING my « children in the world appeared a very de- 
50 ſirable thing before I came to a death - bed, but pow I am 


taught that their ſettling i in the world does not in the leaſt 


depend on my being preſent with them; for the determi- 
nation of a Jehovah hath long ſince divinely gone forth by a 

firm and unalterable decree, in which all their circumſtances, 
great and minute, are infallibly ſettled, by the unerring 
| wiſdom of him who worketh all things after no other 


council but that of his own will. The life of the ſparrow and 


the dinner of the raven are provided for in his grand decree; 
yea, the very hairs on our bodies are mere, coloured, 

and diſpoſed by unerring wiſdom ; much more are the bounds 
of our habitation, and the extent of our poſſeſſions, the re- 


ſult of divine appointment, If the Lord is pleaſed to make - 


my children poor (as it is his prerogative to make poor) how 
ſhall my preſence with them be able to make them rich ? or 
if he in his ſovereign bounty ſhall be pleaſed to exalt and 


make them rich, what circumſtances fo pernicious as to be 
able to prevent the execution of his deſign? Holy and re- 
yerend | is his name, he diſpoſeth of all creatures and things 


as his godly wiſdom doth direct. Byt his determination kings 


* An tous inſtance of divine regard to the ſeed 992 the righte- 


ous, and care for the widow and farherleſs, we have in the proviſion 
| made fo for the | numerous family of a worthy miniſter lately deceaſed. 


reign, 
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reign, and princes decree juſtice. Races and battles are 
under his direction; yea, the very turning up of the lot is 
determined by Jehovah; much more the ſtation and Cir» 
 eumſtances of his people, and their children. Why then 
| ſhould I deſire to interfere in the matter of ſettling them, 
to the diſquieting of my own mind; for God both can 
and will bring his purpoſes to paſs bon my iultrumen. 
tality, if he is N to take me Neben ? 


. . education 60 religious . hath been by far 


the moſt tender point with me, well knowing the influence 


which a godly education often hath upon the conduct of 


youth: but this alſo I am enabled to leave with the Lord. 


Not from any indifferency towards them, fo as to be care- 
leſs about their welfare in time or eternity ; but I have ever 


been fo ſenſible of my deficiency, in regard to parental duty, 
that I have often feared that my children were more injured 
by my imperfections than profited by my precepts and in- 
ſtructions. Beſides, Iam fully perſuaded that God will 
be at no loſs for an inſtrument, when he is about to teaeh 
them the knowledge of himſelf. 


BE aſſured, my friends, that children are not brought 


one hour ſooner to the knowledge of God, on account of 


their parents life being preſerved; but many have, by the 
means of their parents death, been brought into circum- 


ſtances whereby the Lord has been pleaſed to lead them into 


the knowledge of themſelves, and the ſecret of his own im- 


mutable love to their perſons. Therefore I commit my 
tender offspring to the protection and grace of him, who 


has deigned to become the father of the fatherleſs, and who 
| hath ſaid to men in my condition, Leave your fatherleſs 
children and your. widows to me; he is of all other guar- 


_ dians | 
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dians the moſt diſintereſted, My dear Honora, my beloved 
ſpouſe, always hath been dear to me, ever ſince it pleaſed | 
the Lord, by his holy ordinance, to make us one; but. al. 
though ſhe is dear to me, ſo that we ſeemed to poſſeſs 
but one ſoul, I can with pleaſure leave her a few days 
behind me in this world, notwithſtanding it is, and 
ſhe finds it to be, a world of fin and ſorrow ; well Know- 
ing that ſhe is an elect veſſel, a daughter of faithful Abra- 
ham, and an heireſs according to the promiſe; and as 
| ſuch ſhe is under divine protection and cannot miſcarry. 
Fear not, my dear Honora, fear not the ſafety of your paſ- 
ſage through life. I know that this world is a land of 
ſnares, and a hell of pain and ſorrow, when compared with 
| the land of pure felicity to which we are bound. It i is, and, 
my dear, you know it to be a land inhabited with impla- 
cable enemies to the heaven-born pilgrims, who are paſſing 
chrough it; but let not this diſcourage my Honora, for he 
vo faved your ſoul From DEATH, will alſo preſerve your 
feet from falling. He who hath loved you with an cverlaſt- 
ing love, will bear you up through all difficulties and dangers, 
* and make you more than a conqueror over them all. It is your 
God—your huſband and friend, who reigns ſupreme over 
all creation, who holds the reins of government in his own 
' Almighty hand, and thereby curbeth the enemies of his 
& people at pleaſure ; ſo that the moſt potent of them all can- 
not lift up his heel againſt a child of God without his di- 
vine permiſſion ; which he never granteth without a proper 
limitation, Hitherto thou mayęſt come, is the permiſſion, but 
thou ſhalt go no farther, is the reſtraint : even as Satan ob- 
tained leave to deſtroy every thing which belonged to the 
pious Job, but was prohibited touching his life. Thus ir 
is, that the feebleſt of the Redeemer's flock dwell ſecure from 
real danger underneath the covert of divine protection. 
| My 
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My dear Honora, our great Lord is a hulband to the wi- 


dow; he is a wiſe director, a rich provider, and a powerful 
protector, and as ſuch he is yours, yours in the ſtrongeſt 


obligations; yours in time, and to all eternity. The confi- 


dence I have in theſe things, makes me willingly reſign the 


wife of my boſom, and my tender offspring, to the will of 


that beneficent being, who hath a ſovereign right to diſ- 


poſe of me and mine, as he ſhall ſee malt for his own 


glory. 


My dear friends = fellow travellers, beware of 1 immo- 
derate care, for you may greatly injure, but never can you 


thereby profit your children at all. Think not that their 
ſettlement in the world depends either leſs or more upon 
you; for when you haye cared your laſt for them, the ſo- 


vereign ruler will diſpoſe of them juſt as he ſees meet, with- 


out ſo much as once conſulting you in the matter. Ah, my 
| brethren, when you lye, as I do now, on a death-bed, you 


will ſee, that all immoderate carefulneſs ſpringeth immedi- 


ately from ignorance of and enmity againſt the ways of a2 
holy God. Alas! how many Chriſtian people are woefully 


perplexed with fruitleſs care all the days of their life, and 


are thereby prevented of that uſefulneſs which they might 
be of to the church of Chriſt ? Believe me the beſt thing 


you can do for you children, is ſolemaly and ſeriouſly to 
dedicate them unto God, lexving them and all their con- 
cerns with him. Tf you do this in good earneſt, by an 
habitual act, both you and they will reap the advantage of 
it; yours will be the peace, and theirs will be the profit. 


Remember what young Samuel got by his early dedication, 


H ceaſed here, his ſtrength being exhauſted, and after 
ſome time one of his friends thus. addreſſed hin ; Dear fir, 
| I cannot 
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DEA. TH: | 
I cannat perſuade myſelf but a mind thus ſtayed on the Lord 
mult be filled with the moſt joyous tranſport, 


To which the good man replied, My mind is compoſed, 
and calmly fixed on the unalterable word of an ever-faith- 
ful God. My peace is ſettled, though my joys are far from 

being high. It is not on ontward feelings that my hope is 
ſtayed, bur on the promiſes of theeverlafting covenant which 
are in Chriſt, yea and amen to every believer. Inward feel- 
ings are indeed extremely pleaſant, but I have not dared for 
many years to truſt them, for ar beſt I have found them 
' fleeting and tranſitory : now enjoyed; dead anon! now like 1 
the full-blown roſe my comforts have flouriſhed ; immedi- 
_ ately ſtripped of all their beauty like the winter vine. Whilſt 
 THived upon my frames, I was all upon extremes, either ra- 
viſhed on the mount of enjoyment," or gone down to do 
buſineſs in the deep waters. One hour 1 daid, My mountain 
fands ſure, I. ſhall never be moved: perhaps in leſs than an- 
other I ſuppoſed myſelf like Peter, ſinking into the boſom 
of a fatal billow. No ſolidity could I ever find in the frames 
and diſpoſitions of my own heart: but I never found the 
promiſe to fleet, nor the Lord to depart from the word he 
| hath ſpoken. In all my trials his immutable word hath 
| been my ſtay, and on it alone will I lean, when I walk 
8 through the valley of the ſhadow of death. And thus, in 
quietly reſting on his word, he will L finiſh the ſalvation of 
my 1 8 


IN DEED, if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to indulge me now 
with the ſenſible comforts of his felt love, ſhed. abroad in 
my heart by his holy Spirit, it would make this loneſome 
valley, into which I am entering, by far more delightful, and 
my paſſage through it abundantly leſs thorny, But if, in 
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his wiſdom, he ſhould ſee meet to with-hold from me ſuch 
a deſirable meaſure of ſenſible manifeſtation, I bleſs him for 


his unalterable word, and I bleſs him for ſirength to rely 
1 * 


Mx dear brethren, beware of making to vu a 


Cbriſt of the dying comforts which your holy Redeemer is 
pleaſed occaſionally to indulge you with. Remember that 
if his tender concern for your peace and pleaſure induce him 


to privilege you with the ſheddings abroad of his love in 


your heart, the fame tenderneſs of you will induce him 
to withdraw his comforts from you when he ſees himſelf 
ſupplanted, and you live upon thoſe comforts rather than 
upon his perſon, grace, and righteouſneſs. Remember al- 
ways that ſalvation, and the comforts thereof, are two very 
different things; the fulneſs of the former being often poſ- 
ſeſſed, where there is but a very ſmall degree of the latter. 
In my early days of grace I was generally wont to frame to 


myſelf notions of the love of God to me, according to tlie 
glimmering twilight of my own mind, and the good or evil 
frame I found myſelf to bein; but through rich grace and 
2mazing mercy I have been taught rather to Judge thereof 


by the written word of God, by which I have been piloted 
through ſeas of difficulty, when darker ſenſations have loſt 


ſight of ſhore, And I truſt the Holy Ghoſt will guide me 


by the ſaid written word, till in his good time he is pleaſed 


to land me on the glory ſbore, and bring me into the more 
immediate preſence of the great Three: in- one. 


Tufs ſaid, he remained ſilent for a confiderable time, and 
the venerable Veratio turned himſelf to me, and thus accoſt- 


ed me. Now, Novitio, you behold an Iſraelite indeed, in 


whom there is no guile. This is the good Stabilius, a 
Chriſtian of the right kind; one who may be called a father 


in 
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in Iſrael; he can well diſtinguiſh between huſk and kernel, 


ſhadow and ſubſtance, truth and error, a faithful one in the 


houſhold of God. His holy ſoul can feed upon nothing but 
what is ſpiritual and divine; ſuch bread, and ſuch only, 


as deſcended from God out of heaven is pleaſant to his taſte. 
In his life-time, which hath been an uninterrupted ſucceſ- 


ſion of corroding ſorrows; the good Stabilius could live as 
well and as ſatisfactorily upon a word of promiſe, as ſome 


others could do upon a hundred a year. Thus in his life- 


time he was ſo happy as to live by faith in the promiſes, and 
now he is a dying he is ſtill the ſame; The word of the 
Lord is his comfort and ſtay. But although his unbelief 
appears to be baniſhed from him, I can tell you it was not 
always ſo; for the time was, when under dark diſpenſations : 
of Providence, he complained with Jacob that all thoſe things 
were making againſt him, though now he is better informed. 


Tea, whatever infidelity we can find in Job, David, and 


Aſaph, one part or other of the life of good Stabilius hath 


furniſhed him with a ſad remembrance of theirs ; though 
upon the whole his faith has prevailed gloriouſly, and I 


imagine that he will never more feel an impulſe from un- 


belief. 


Now, Novitio, 1 have a mind to unfold an amazing 


- ſcene to you, ſuch a ſcene as you have never before ſur- 


veyed. Then he touched my eyes with an eye- ſalve of di- 
vine preparation, and inſtantly I ſaw what was extremely 
amazing; I ſaw a numerous troop of reſtleſs infernals be- 


leaguering the bed of the ſick man, which was well defended 


by a brilliant miniſter of heaven, divinely ſuperb in his im- 
material array ; cloathed with impenetrable armour, the 
martial guardian waved a flaming ſword, with which he kept 
all the Furies of the pit at a proper diſtance ; ſo that al- 
though the moſt implacable hatred and rage glowed in every 

A ; breaſt, 
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breaſt, they were not able to come near to diſturb the mind 
of Stabilius. sometimes they tipped their tongues with 
falſhood, and accuſed him of the moſt abominable crimes to 
the guardian, who with holy contempt difregarded all their 
clamours. Repulſed in this, they turn their accuſings into : 
the moſt fervent intreaties to the angel, that he would 
ſcabbard his ſword for a ſeaſon, and allow them the pleaſure 
of diſtrating the dying man. But the benevolent protee- 


tor, firm as a rock, remained inflexible to their intreaties, and oy 


deaf to their accuſations, reſolving, in obedience to the will 
of his God, to defend his charge to the laſt extremity, Be- 
ing thus repulſed, even hell itſelf became hotter within 
them, and irritated with fierce revenge, they ruſh in fear- 
ful numbers againſt the heavenly centinel ; and thick as 
atoms in the ſun-beam, their hiſſing arrows were ſhot againſt 
him and his beloved charge; but ſkilled in martial encoun- 
ters, he received their charge, and quenched their fiery darts 
with his ſhield, with which he alſo covered Stabilius; then 
with this brandiſhed faulchion, which emitted ſtreams of 
fire as he waved it, he made the infernal tribe to give back; 
but filled with indignation, and fired with revenge, they in- 
ſtantly rallied their broken force, and returned reſolvedly to 
the charge; and I had the pleaſure of obſerving that as often 
as they rallied, the heavenly Chicttain put them to the 
fight, Being indulged with a view of this angelic war, 1 

thought of an ancient ſaying, The angel of the Lord encamps 
around thoſe that fear him; and turning to my guide, I ſaid, 
O für, it was well ſaid of that Hebrew. prince, who ſpent 
His youth in rural employments, Blefed is the nation whoſe 
God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath choſen for his 
own inheritance, Ah fir, they are well kept whom the 
Lord doth. keep, and the man is bleſſed whom he thus pre- 
ſerveth : to which YVeratz9 replied, Now, N»vitzo, you have 
| had 
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had a ſight of faithful 4bdie!, ſo juſtly celebrated by the 
famous Milton, for his conſtant and firm adherence to Im- 


manuel, even when left alone in the _ of the rebellious | 
ſeraphim. There i it was, 


4e That among 5 Faithleſs, faithful n hes 
Among innumerable falſe, unmov'd, 
e Unſhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrify'd 
t His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; ; 
% Nor number nor example with him wrought | 
% To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
= Though ſingle. From amidſt them forth he paſs'd, 
« Long way through hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſuſtain'd 
« Superior nor of violence fear'd ought ; _ 
* And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd 
_ On thoſe proud tow'rs to ſwift deſtruction doom d. 5 


Tavs it was, Moviri, that this faithful guardian nobly : 5 
retreated from the tents of rebellion, but ere long returns | 
commiſſioned with the reſt of the celeſtial hoſts to fight with 
the perfidious miſcreants in the quarrel of the moſt High; 
and there he diſcovers at once his zeal for his God, and 
the proweſs of his own martial arm: for when, 


— - - + »- - - Before the cloudy van, 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join d, 

__ © Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc” d 

| Came tow'ring, arm'd in adamant and gold ; 

ER “ Abdiel that ſight endur'd not; where he ſtood 

7 ce Among the mightieſt, bent on higheſt deeds; 
// ĩ es» ae. = But from his armed peers 

6 Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half-way he met 


„His 


'A..T-T 5 oi. 
& His daring fae, at this prevention more 


i Prob D, art thou met? 1 hope was to have esch 4 
The height of thine aſpiring unoppos'd, 
© The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
„ Abandon'd at the terror of thy power ; 
Or potent tongue: 
...but thou ſeeſt 
*All are not of thy train; there be who faith 
„ Prefer, and piety to God, though then 
% To thee not viſible, when I alone 
* Seem'd in thy world-erroneous to diſſent | 
i From all; my ſect thou ſeeſt; now learn too late 
% How few ſometimes may know, when thouſands err.“ 
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Tuvs fervent Abdiel accoſted the prince of rebels, when 
they met between the oppoſing fronts of the angelic armies 
on that awful day on which all the hoſts of heaven and 
hell were drawn forth to battle on the, till then, unſtained 
field of Æther. Then it was, 


« That the grand foe, with ſcornful eye aſkance, 
© Thus anſwered the faithful Abdiel. 
«& - - - - - - Ill for thee, but in wiſh'd hour 
* Of my revenge, firſt ſought, for thou return ſt 
From flight, ſeditious angel, to receive 
* Thy merited reward, the firſt aflay _ 
Of this right- hand provok'd, ſince firſt that tongue 
* Inſpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 
« A third part of the Gods, in ſynod met 
Their dcities to aſſert. 
88 3 But well thou com'ſt 


Le % Befors 


82 "DEATH 


5 Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 


« From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
es  Deliruction | to _ reſt. « 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply'd. 
bo Apoſtate, {till thou err'ſt, nor end wilt find \ 

« Of erring, from the path of truth remote: 5 
„ Unjuſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name n 

« Of ſervitude, to ſerve whom God ordains, 1 
Or nature; God and nature bid the ſame, 7 

When he who rules is worthieſt, and excels 7 

„Them whom he governs. | t. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom; let me ſerve 3 
In heav'n God ever bleſt, and his divine e | ? 1 
_ © Beheſts obey, worthieſt to be obey'd; ; | mm | 
«© Yet chains in hell, not realms expect: mean while b 

© From me return'd, as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, 0 
This greeting on thy impious creft receive. 1 

8 „„ 55 5 al 
* $o ſaying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 1 8 

« Which hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fel! ES” 

On the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, tt 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his ſhicld F c: 

uch ruin intercept: ten paces huge | P! 

« He back recoil'd; the tenth on bended knee | bi 
His maſſy ſpear upſtay' d.“ | 5 

| f | 5 be 

Tavs, according to the matchleſs Milton, the faithful le 

Abdiel firſt aſſerted the ſovereign right of his God, both by ſp 
word and deed; and thus he hath continued an invincible m 


hero in the cauſe of his maſter, and a willing and faithful 
guardian of his militant children, as you have juſt now ſeen 
in the conflict betwixt him and the infernal brotherhood. re 


1 THOUGHT 


— ps IS 


ANA $100 of 
1Tnovcur in my dream that I thus replied: 1 thank 
you moſt heartily, my dear, my venerable Veratio, for this 
diſcovery, ſo ſtrange and ſurpriſing in itſelf; and I thank 


you molt gratefully, dear fir, for this opportunity of ſeeing 


the valour of this celebrated angel. But worthy Veratio, 
whoſe delight appears to be to inſtruct the ignorant, I pray, 
you deign to inform me, if it is poſſible that ſuch a war 


may be maintained around a Chriſtian, and the party him- 


ſelf, for whom the ſtrife is, remain unacquainted with it? 
To which I thought he replied : You may be at no loſs, M- 
vitio, to know that the beſt of Chriſtians, even fathers in 


the Redeemer's family, ſee and know only in part, therefore 
there may be many things of this kind tranſacted among 
the immaterial inhabitants of the ſpiritual world without 
their knowledge. Every Chriſtian may certainly be informed 


by the volume of revelation in general, that all the angels 


of God are miniftring ſpirits, ſeat forth to miniſter unto 


thoſe who are appointed heirs of ſalvation ; nevertheleſs there 
are many offices of kindneſs performed by thoſe benevolent 
ſpirits in the behalf of the ſaints, which the moſt intelligent 


_ Chriſtians remain utterly ignorant of whilſt they ſojourn in 


this land of ſeparation and ſorrow. As we may ſee in the 
caſe of good Stabilius, he perfectly knows that God is the | 
prime efficient of all his peace and compoſure of mind; 
but he doth not know that there is a martial feraph ap- 


pointed by the ſovereign of heaven as the guardian of his 


bed, and protector of his dying moments; nor is he in the 
leaſt apprehenſive that there is ſuch a ſwarm of reprobate 


ſpirits ſo near, and fo earneſtly ſecking the diſtraction of his 
mind. . 


| IF the militant members of the choſen church could 
really ſee their ſhiningattendants, and underſtand all the ways 
86 2 of 
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of the Lord perfectly, they would enjoy the heavenly glories 
| before the appointed time: but the fulneſs of joy, and the 
manifeſt glories of the redeemed are reſerved for. eternity, 
therefore not to be expected in time: on this account many 
f of the Lord's works are done in the dark, and his ways are 
involved in thick clouds; ſo that poor purblind mortals can- 
not diſcern them before they enjoy the light of eternity. 


And you yourſelf, Nevitio, may know that the conflifts 
betwixt our benevolent protectors the guardian angels, and 
our cnemics of the reprobate race, are not to be ſeen with 

| bodily eyes, but with the more refined rays of the mind. 
Bodily eyes may diſcern corporal objects, but ſpiritual _ 5 


8 alone can diſcern ſpirit. 


1: THOUGHT in my dream, that towards the dilution | 
of Stabilius, I beheld a ſquadron of armed ſeraphs, who 


were diſpatched from the armies in the ſkies to aſſiſt Abdiel 
in the protection of this choſen diſciple ; who as ſoon as ar- 
rived, and fraternal falutation paſſed after the angelic manner, 


they told him that Jehovah having, from the throne of his 


holineſs, ſeen that great numbers of the enemies had aſſaulted 


him and his charge, had ſent them to his aſſiſtance. And 
Abdizl thus replied : Welcome, my ſpotleſs brethren ; wel- 
come are ye now to me, for I have been vigorouſly attacked, 


and ſtill the daring infernals are reſolute 3 but through the 
| firength of my God I have preſerved my charge inviolate. 
Come, my brethren, let us prepare for immediate action, for 
the enemies, though frequently repulſed, being now afreſh 
recruited from hell, are rallying their utmoſt force, and 
ſoon will return intrepidly to the charge. This ſaid, I per- 


ecived that thoſe ever-armed ſeraphs each of them drew his 
flaming ſword, fixed his ſhield, and planted themſelves 


around the bed of the good Stabilius, every hero putting 
2 | himſelf 
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; himſelf in a poſture of defence, ſaying with united voice, % | 
L I is the good will of our Lord that his choſen ones ſhould 0 WM 
i preſerved, Happy man, ſaid I, who art thus defended ! J | 
3 thought 3 in my dream, that after all this was. done, the 150 | = | 
4 7 Stabilius, as if he had received freſh vigour xt the arrival of | 1 | 
# his celeſtial viſitants, opened his mouth, and moſt fervently | . 1 
2 expreſſed himſelf in the following manner: I know that he F 1 
; is God, and that he is my God. He hath guided me from = | 
4 my conception to this my dying day; all his judgments to- AY 
L wards me have been mingled with mercy, and holy and re- 1 
N verend is his name; all his mercies have been mixed leſs or 9 
4 more with judgment. I will therefore, with the royal He- Fi 1 
brew, ſing of mercy and of judgment; unto thee, O Lord, & 1 
will I ſing. A chain of well-concerted and bleſſed provi- | bl A 
a dences laid hold of me at my conception, and till now hath 1 3 
= | Jed me in ſuch a manner, that all hath been for good; and _ 
1 EF now, my friends, it is with amazement I ſee both the ends 3M 
=: of the chain unalterably fixed in the eternal throne, It 4 
, ; cometh from and centereth in the Father's everlaſting love F } 
1 = to me, in the perſon of Jeſus, unworthy as Iam; and Ol = 
3 | let God, even God in the perſon of the Redeemer, be praiſed, 1 | 
d i be owned and glorified with my laſt, my departing breath. 1 1 
'E Hear.me, my fellow Chriſtians, for I ſpeak now within the 10 1 
d, immediate views of eternity, and DEATH even now op- 14 | 
1e preſſeth my weary lungs. Behold, 7 go the way of all living : wat 
* but I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand 5.1. 
or at the latter day upon the earth, and although after my 1 b 
h tin worms deſtroy, as they certainly will, this body of mine,, 1 11 
od yet in the. fleſh, even in this fleſh, now almaſt conſumed, 4 
er- T ſhall ſee God, yea T1 ſhall fee him for myſelf, and not for Ih 
his another; not at a diſtance, but near, though my reins be con- 11. 
ves ſumed within me. I ſhall fee him on that momentous and Ny 
ng much. wir red 4 en which IT ſhall, in my whole perſon, be wes | 
lt — 14 made | i 
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made like unto him. Theſe words were exprdiled even in 


the arms of DEATH, fo that he was quite ſpent with ſpeak- 


ing, and lay in a profound ſilence for a minute or two, then 
in a holy triumph, with a countenance that diſplayed a ſenſe 
of conqueſt, he ſaid, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ; into thy hands 


I commend my ſpirit. Theſe were his laſt words, and a few 


minutes after he e quietly . op. the bolt, 85 — in 


; . 


lows: This, NVovitio, is Chriſtian fortitude, diſtin& from 
the ancient pagan bravery of the Romans. If you ſee a 


Brutus or Caſſius, or even a Cato himſelf, out-brave the 

fears of DEATH, it is from a principle of ignorance of the 
real nature and ſtate of an HEREAFTER : but it is the clear 
knowledge of eternity, and of the perfections of God, which 


fortifies the mind of Stabilius againſt every painful appre- 


henſion, now he is making his exit from the ſtage of time, 
and is ſtruggling hand o hand with the quencher of the 


75 animal flame. 


Mixy the tender Honora ; mark how ſhe ſtands with a 
mournful pleaſure by the bed of her dying partner, hers 
but a very few moments longer. Two things oppreſs her 


with ſenſible concern, and two things inſpire her labouring 


boſom with holy joy. She is molt ſenſible of the awful diſ- 
penſation which lays her under a multiplicity of cares; and 
O! her dear, her much eſteemed Stabilius, the pain which 
he endures in his departing moments becomes hers by ſym- 
pathy. As ſhe ſupports his head, and tenderly wipes the 
cold ſweat from his brow, every ſigh of his, every ſymptom 
of pain, cuts its way directly through her ſympathetic heart; 
te dreads the parting with him, yet longs for the diſſolving 


moment. 


In the mean while Veratio addreſſed himſelf to me as fol- 
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made one by ſympathy, feel on ſuch caſes ſuch rending and 


tearing of the ſenſitive faculties, which neither the tongue 
nor pen can deſcribe. But in the midſt of her ſorrow two 
things ſupport the amiable Honora, namely, the conſidera- 


tion that theſe departing agonies put a period to every grief, 
a final period to every ſorrow of her dear, her much valued 


huſband, And ſhe hopes, upon ſolid and ſcriptural grounds 
ſhe hopes, that in a little time ſhe herſelf will be in mercy 
taken to the celeſtial world, where ſhe ſhall again receive 
with unſpeakable joy the pure and ſpiritual careſſes of her 


: glorified huſband, where they ſhall ſ pend a vaſt and endleſs 


eternity together, in the tranſporting pleaſures of paradiſe, 


and mutually join in celebrating the praiſes of their common 


God and Saviour. Thus ſhe mourns, and reaſon ſays ſhe 


ſhould; but religion teaches her to mourn as one that! is 
not without hope. 


Tas diſſolving moment come the watchful infernals took 5 
wing and fled, leaving the ſoul for ever to the bleſſed poſ- 


ſeſſion of uninterrupted peace; ſhe aſcending triumphant, 


and wrapt in extatic wonder, fat for a ſeaſon on the clayey 
lips of her beloved mate, and ſhone more gloriouſly than 


all her attendants, who, free from envy, joyfully ſaluted her 


with Peace be unto thee, and fondly congratulated her on 


her ſafe arrival on a the confines of eternity. 


By this time I thought I faw an innumerable company of 
the ſeraphic flames, all of them ſhining in the perfection of 
glory, who as the former came at the will of Immanuel to 
congratulate her ſoul on her ſafe paſſage through the wilder- 
neſs of tears, and the gloomy valley of the ſhadow of DEATH, 
and her ſafe arrival in Immanuel's country, then gave her 
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their united welcome into their reſplendent ſociety. I can- 


not now, ah ! I cannot deſcribe the joys of the glory- born 


8 ſoul, when ſhe firſt perceived herſelf inveſted with the ra- 
diance of heaven, and ſenſibly preſt to the fervent boſom 
of everlaſting love, for her admiration was inexpreſſible. 


But my benevolent guide, the good Veratio, now becoming 
an interpeter, with no ſmall difficulty I gathered up ſome 


To few of her rapturous expreſſions, which but for his aſſiſt. 


ance I could not have done; for ſhe ſpoke 1 in the celeſtial 
tongue, which is a language that I never had learned; and 


ſo imperfect is the fragment which I collected when com- 


| pared with the original, that I redden with ſhame, and my 


heart flutters with fear to expoſe it to view, leſt I ſhould | 


thereby injure the ſubject, and eclipſe the glory which I 


Would gladly (the Lord knows) recommend to human eſteem, 


But encouraged by the confeſſion of the incomparable Paul, 


bere we ſee darkly and but in part, I will venture to write 


it 1 it is as it were with fear and trembling. 


L No ſooner was the happy ſoul diſentangled from mor- 
ality, but ſhe was filled with the fulneſs of the glory of 
God, and in the higheſt elevation of tranſport, cried o out with 
à voice of the moſt perfect melody. 


Ts this the reſting-place, to which we weary pilgrims are . 


brought after a moment's trouble below? Glorious reſt ! I 
have often heard, I have often longed for the poſſeſſion of 


| thee when toſſed with the tempeſt of life : Happy I ! Bleſſed 


peace! Uninterrupted joy and permanent reſt ! Hallelujah ! 
Let all the empyrean hoſts, let all the militant church inceſ- 
fantly praiſe | in the higheſt ſtrain, the eternal and bounteous 
Provider of this glorious reſt, in which all our labour and 
ſorrow ſhall eternally ceaſe! Is this the heaven I have ſo often 


heard 


2 
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1 heard preached ? ? This glorious place! O heaven! How often 


have I heard of thy divine excellencies when ſojourning in 
the world below? But now I behold thy refulgent glories 


of thy beauties was never diſcloſed. Happy are thine in- 
| habitants, thou imperial city, for the great King is in the 
midſt of thee; his uncreated glories irradiate every corner 
of thy bliſsful ſtreets, Bleſt and unſullied manſions of the 


tinated to the poſſeſſion of this divine inheritance ! Is this 


5 5 the Saviour whom J formerly denied? Ever, till the day of 
4 6 Anfruſtrable grace, did I fay unto thee, thou adorable Lord, 
1 3 I will not have thee to reign over me. But, O my Lord, 
3 . am I now at laſt bleſt with the immediate viſion of thee ? 


Thou Sharon roſe divine! Thy beauties, Lord, how ami- 


3 =— able! O how tranſcendently great are thine excellent glo- 
2 : ries ! Eternal and all-conquering Saviour, I am now at laſt 
— raviſhed with thy ſuper-abundant goodneſs, which on earth 
| I could ſcarcely with coolneſs admire, but now I behold 
- "i thee to be all excellent and divine. Is this the crown ? 
f The end of all my former croſſes ? Maſly treaſure! glorious 
h IM luſtre! How ſtriking is the ſtupendous blaze! In the world 
below my eyes were dreadfully obſcure, but now I behold 
| all the excellencies of Godhead. All the radiant beams of 
1 unclouded divinity in their fulleſt reſplendency ſhining forth 
1 | in thine immaculate perſon, Thou adorable Jeſus ! Bleſſed 
1 thou ! happy 1! Bleſſed afflictions, which in thy all- power- 
1 | ful hand thou eternal Spirit, have fitted me for thoſe unſul- 
1 liable manſions of uninterrupted felicity ! 
is | SIN and DEATH where are ye now? Trampled for 
d ever beneath my victorious feet. Adorable Saviour, the con- 
n _ queſtis thine, Ye tempting fiends, the promiſed time is now 
> | commenced 


without an interpoſing cloud, and lo! the thouſandth part 


diſembodied ſpirits of the juſt! Happy I, who was predeſ- | 
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commenced that I ſcorn for ever your envious rage. No 


more, ye malignant infernals, hall your cruel buffetings be 
able to ſhake the tranquillity of this ever peaceful and glo- 
rified mind. Nor ſhall your ſpear-like tongues, ye ſons of 
violence and deceit, evermore be able to tarniſh my conduct 
with blame. Ye childrean of perfidy, ye treacherous per- 
ſecutors of the gracious church, the gulph is fixed, and here 
you can never come a ſecond time to perplex me with ſor⸗ 
row; nor ſhall the tumultuous rage of fiery luſts and im- 
petuous paſſions ever more be able to ſeparate betwixt my 
| beſt beloved and me. 


58 Lan now . within thine inſurmountable walls, O 
thou bleſſed Jeruſalem ! Overwhelmed with the inſupport- 
able blaze of delighted divinity, here let me baſk for ever, 
though the bliſs is inſufferable. Already filled with the ful- 
neſs of manifeſt and imparted love, let me drink for ever at 
the fountain of life, Ever, for ever, my God, will I praiſe 
-: , thee; inceſſantly praiſe thee whilſt eternity endures. Grace 
and providence, providence and grace, ſhall fill up the mea- 
ſure of mine eternally delightful ſong. This is my em- 
ployment; this is the taſk preſcribed by the ſweet obliga- 


tions of gratitude. 


HAVING gathered up this moſt imperfect fragment of what 
J heard, I thought that the ſcene was drawn, and the viſion 
departed from me; and I, aſtoniſhed at what I had heard 
and ſeen, turned to my guide, and in tranſport ſaid : No 


wonder, fir, if Balaam, who ſaw the viſions of the Almighty, 


deſired to die the death of the righteous, and enjoy ſuch a 


latter end as theirs. No wonder if Judas the traitor de- 
ſpaired and hanged himſelf, after having betrayed ſuch a a 
- glorious Saviour as this. Ah, Veratio, my good Veratio, 


may 
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may I enjoy the divine favour whatever elſe I may lack! May 
J endure all ſorrow which both earth and hell can infliQ, 

rather than miſs of the glory which ſhall be revealed! Fall 
ſhort of heaven O ! I tremble at the thought! Fall ſhort of 
heaven ! If I ſhould, I ſhould be of all creatures the moſt 
emphatically wretched and miſerable. To love, to ſee, and 
not enjoy, ah what intolerable anguiſh would it give ! If ” 
depended leſs or more on works of my performing, I could 
not avoid falling ſhort. But it is of grace, all of grace, of 
nothing but grace, and ſo let grace have the glory for ever 

| ſecure, O let me not deceive myſelf in a matter of ſuch _ 
grand importance ; but, raw and unexperienced as I am, I 
think I have ſomething of the ſame hope which the good 
Stabilius expreſſed; and O, Veratio, may my latter end be 
like his! %) | 
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Hee my guide addreſſed me, and ſaid, Now, Novitio, 
you have ſeen ſomething of DEATH transformed into life, 
and it is glorious in your eſteem ; but if you will follow 
me, we may yet make farther diſcoveries relating to the de- 
parture of the ſanctified. By this time my curioſity was 

ſtretched to the utmoſt pitch, therefore I needed but little 
perſuaſion to attend to farther diſcoveries, ſeeing the depar- 
ture of Humilius and of Stabilius was ſo very agreeable, at 
leaſt to myſelf ; therefore I ſaid to my guide, lead, Veratio, 
lead wherever you will, and I will follow you. 
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ARE you ſure of that ? replied Veratio; perhaps you may ' j 


— 


be miſtaken; a much ſtronger perſon than Novitio appears 
to be hath deſerted me before now, and the ſtrongeſt have 
found it difficult enough to adhere to me at certain times, 
Pardon me, fir, replied I, I meant whilſt you unfold ſuch 
agreeable ſcenes ; for I perceive, ſir, their influence 1s at- 
I | tractive. 
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tractive. Well, Novitio, replied he, I agree with you in 
that, for when you are ſtrongly drawn, I do not doubt but 


you will run apace. However at one let us attend to 
the matter in hand. 


» ACCORDINGLY 5 led me away from this to another, but 
mean apartment, and as we entered he ſaid, Now, Novitio, 
prepare yourſelf for ſecing the wondrous works of the Al- 
mighty. I admired what miracle I was now to behold, but 


ere long I beheld a miracle of grace; a poor woman and 


| three ſmall children were the humble inhabitants of this de- 
ſpicable hut; and, as I learned from my guide, the poor 
but tender mother, whoſe name was Fidelia, had been con- 
fined to her bed by a deathly diſorder for the ſpace of fix 
weeks or upwards, and by this time ſhe ſeemed almoſt con- 
quered by the fatal enemy to nature, though ſhe ſtill re- 
tained the perfect uſe of her reaſon, and ſtill was capable of 
ſpeaking to her viſitants. At the time of our going into her 
mean apartment, ſome few of her friendly acquaintance, 
ſome of them meanly, others of them better attired, were 
come to viſit her, deſirous to perform the beſt offices of 
Chriſtian friendſhip, expecting that her departure from earth 
was at hand, one of whom who ſtood by her bed-ſide ſpoke 

to her thus: My dear friend, Fidelia, I ſee your body is very 
low, and in all appearance the hour of your departure is 
approaching near, but if ſtrength will permit I ſhould be 
glad to know how it is with you in your ſoul ; for I have 
ſometimes known the ſoul to be moſt healthful. and vigo- 
rous, when the outward man has been in the very arms of 
DEATH. To whom I thought Fidelia replied : O my 
friend! we have a kind and compaſſionate Lord ; his com- 
forts to me, a poor unworthy creature, are neither few nor 
ſmall. I may well lay he {redeth me with his grace, and 
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all his paths drop fatneſs to me. O my friends! my root 


is in the beſt ſoll, and the dew lies all night upon my 


branches. O let me ever be thankful for that ſweet and 


tranſporting day on which J found freedom of ſoul to rely 


upon Chriſt alone for ſalvation, as he is held forth in the 


_ goſpel ! Bleſſed be God for freedom to call the Redeemer 


my own, and to look on him in an appropriating way! O 
the ſweetneſs of the remembrance of it! It weighs me down. 


with the delightful weight of humbling love; eleCting, re- 
deeming, and regenerating love commended itſelf by the 
{ſweeteſt and moſt perſuaſive eloquence unto my heart, and 
ſtill it is the more endearing, becauſe of its diſcriminating 
nature. O it is unſpeakable ! O the heights and depths 1 
O divine love! Why is it that I, a poor unworthy hell- de- 
ſerving ſinner, ſhould be found thy favoured object? Amaz- 
ing and miraculous grace! that ever the great ſalvation of 
the adorable Jeſus hath laid hold on me, and preached it- 
| ſelf into my very heart although I am the baſeſt of all the 

human creation: behold I ſee the wile, the moral, the rich, 


and the noble, ſtanding at a diſtance from the great fal- 


vation, and-ſtrangers to the pardoning mercy of God, whilſt 
I, the moſt unworthy of all, am fed with the comforts of his 


love. It is thy doing, O thou omnipotent Saviour, and it 
is marvellous in my eyes! Thou loveſt merely becauſe thon 
wilt love, and pardoneſt only becauſe it is thy pleaſure ſo to 


AFTER ſome time her friend addreſſed himſelf to her ax 


follows; I perceive, Fidelia, and I am glad to ſee it, that you 
do not quarrel with the providence of God, becauſe he hath 
given you but a ſcanty meaſure of worldly ſubſtance; you 


ſeem as not offended becauſe you are poor, and have not 


fortunes to leave your children. 
No, 
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No, my friend, replied ſhe, I am not angry, for the Lord 
doth all things well, and my lot hath been juſt and rightly 


determined; I would not on any account that it had been 


any other than it has been, Whatever beauty others may 
think there is in growing riches, I muſt tell you for my 

own part, that I would not for the world I had been born 
to be rich, for wherever they come, riches-are ſure to be a 


burden to the poſſeſſor; therefore, he who well underſtood 


| the nature olefhipgs, ſays, he that increaſeth in them, doth 
alſo increaſe in forrow. And have always found my own 


corruptions to be burden enough for me to bear up the hill 


towards mount Zion, without a weight of thick ny, how. 


3 ever n on wt . 


5 1 my ks thy ſha me, and ſaid, This is moſt 
_ excellently judged of Fidelia, for as weights of lead are to 
the courſer, when he runs for the plate, /o is gold to the fol. 
lower of Chriſt. It is very difficult to poſſeſs gold without 


loving of it, and you may know that the love of money is the 


root of all evil; inſomuch that it is next to impoſlible for * 


rich man to be a true and humble Chriſtian. 


In the mean while, Fidelia contiinied, TY ſaid, Had I been 
full, 1 might with many others have forgot my God; but 


my narrow circumſtances have furniſhed me with many pre- 
cious opportunities of beholding the goodneſs of his provi- 
dence; which opportunities I had certainly otherwile loſt, 
I think I ſee ſuch a beauty in the unerring diſpenſations of 


| providence towards me, that no way ſo ſuitable could have 


been choſen, as the very way which my gracious God hath 
taken to bring me to himſelf and his glory, Well may 1 
cry out with the apoſtle, O the riches both of his wiſdom and 
. e 
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Fit. LED with admiration at the goodneſs of God, Fidelia 
ſtopped here, and Veratio ſaid to me, It has been, Nevitio, 
the error of many writers, and ſtill more of readers, to ſup- 
poſe, that ſmall entertainment, and but few profitable hints, 
are to be drawn from a ſtate of low life; but if we will 
make true religion our theme, where muſt we go to find it? 
If we enquire afithe palace of Elatus, there we ſee all the 
pomp of magnificent pride driving on in its lofty career; 
or if we call at the ſeat of Ganzo, we are, immediately con- 
fronted by drunkenneſs and revelling, and the delicate board, 
though covered with the moſt taſteful viands, is altogether 
deſtitute of that religion which wouid prevent it becoming a 
ſnare to the owner. It is much more likely, that if in 
queſt of real religion you will find her with wretched La- 
karous at the gate, rather than within the hotel of Dives: 
for not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many noble, are 
called to the poſſeſſion of true religion, but the poor have 
the goſpel preached to them; and amongſt the lower claſs 
of the people religion dwells in its greateſt power, as you 
may ſee in the cafe of Fidelia, whoſe mind is overwhelmed 
with holy joy, even in the midſt of her extreme ſufferings. 


IT was now, I thought, that one of her friends aſked 
her how it was with her, as to the comforts of life? 
To which ſhe replied, O my friends, I have all things 
and abound : our gracious God hath promiſed, that our 
bread ſhall be given and our water ſhall be ſure; and to the 
praiſe of his providence I can ſay, that I have always found 
the promiſe verified, for he is a God keeping covenant, and 
full of faithfulneſs; this I have always had reaſon to note, 
but more eſpecially have I been ſenſible of it ſince the death 
of my dear Fidelio; ſince then I have been neceſſitated to 


live Ha faith on the promiſes of a prorident God, I 
have 
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have been enabled to truſt therein, and never knew. the 
' promiſes to fail, nor the Lord to fall ſhort of any word he 
| hath ſpoken. How ſhall I praiſe thee, tho u God of infinite 
fulneſs, who from thine own inexhauſtible ſores haſt richly 
ſupplied all my wants! I long to appear before thee, O thou 
| immaculate Redeemer, that I may ſee thee in the effulgence 


> 
w_ 


—— 


of thy glory, for here I ſee darkly as in a glaſs, Many are 
the refreſhing gales of ſweet conſolation which I have had in 


the ordinances of thy grace: but now, when I compare 
them with that unfathomable depth of undecaying comfort 
which I ſee immediately before me, they are like the ſmall 
duſt of the balance when compared to the world, or like 
to the drop of water which hangs at the bucket when com- 
pared to the vaſt ocean. O the divine blaze of heavenly glory, 
which already begins to beam upon my ſoul, even on this 
wilderneſs-ſfide of Jordan! O thou new and heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, I am already overcome with thine excellent beauties ! 
O what muſt it be when put in the full poſſeſſion! And, 
even now, nothing hinders me from feeding on the fatteſt of 
thy comforts, but this thin and almoft rent vail of mortality. 
Let it once be rent, as it ſoon will, and I ſhall with un- 
ſpeakable j joy ſuſtain all the tupendous blaze of thy unſullied 
3 | 


I LonG, O! I long to join yonder glorious throng, yon- 
der radiant church in the realms above, I long to preſs 
into yonder bright aſſembly which, by faith, I ſee furround- 
ing the eternal throne, that I might mingle my humble notes 
with their harmonious voices, and with them ſing the 
praiſe of God and of the Lamb. Haſten thy pace, O ever- 
tardy time! Ye moments ſwiftly end your deſtined flight. 
Lord, ſhake my glaſs, that the ſands may ſpeedily paſs 
through, But I fee, holy and reverend is his name, that 

chere 
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there remains but a few particles more in the life-end of my 
glaſs, and they will ſpeedily be down, then face to face I ſhall 
ſee the glorious object of my ſupreme delight, and for ever 


offer up perfect adoration to him that loved me, and waſhed 


me in his blood. With unſpeakable delight I ſhall behold 


that glorious face which once was marred with ſhame and 


ſpitting. I ſhall behold him for myſelf, and not for another. 
Theſe eyes, which have ſo often turned aſide after vanity, 
theſe very eyes, ſhall in tranſport gaze on the King in his 


beauty; this tongue ſhall delight to praiſe him eternity along; 


and theſe hands, which once were the inſtruments of un- 


righteouſneſs, ſhall throw at his majeſtic feet the glorious 
«rown wherewith this worthleſs head ſhall ſoon be adorned. - 


O happy, happy day, that brings home the longing exile, 


and lands the weary pilgrim upon the ſhore of reſt, to be 


ever, ever with the Lord ! 


FIDEL 14 finiſhing here, her friend again aid to her; 
My dear ſiſter, I rejoice with you that the Lord is pleaſed to 


indulge you with ſuch a meaſure of his ſenſible preſence, on 


this which otherwiſe would be a day of ſevere trial to you; 
but the Redeemer's preſence makes even DEATH itſelf not 
only tolerable, but deſirable and eaſy. But in the midſt of 
your ſenſible enjoyments, you ſeem as if you had forgot 
your three little children : tell me, Fidelia, have you no un- 
etſineſs at the thoughts of leaving them behind you in a 
land of fin and ſorrow ? Would it not, with ſubmiſſion to 


the divine will, be deſirable to you to be ſpared to ſee them 


brought up to a capacity of doing for themſelves ? 


To whom Fidelia replied : The Lord hath been a huſband. 
to the widow, and I am perſuaded he will be a father to the 
fatherleſs, and an all- ſufficient tay to the helpleſs orphan: 
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My children are dear, but my Saviour is infinitely dearer to 


me, and I have got ſuch a taſte of the grapes of the heavenly 


Canaan, that I cannot think of abiding longer on this wil- 


derneſs- ſide of DEATH. My heart is already gone over, O 


why do J tarry any longer behind! but the Lord's time is 


the beſt. Pray for me, my friends, that I may not offend 


the beſt of beings by my impatience to be gone, but ſub- 


miſſtvely wait for the diſſolving moment. Then her friend 
tenderly rejoined : But have your companions in warfare no 
weight at all upon your mind? Can you with pleaſure leave 
them in this inhoſpitable world? Then ſhe replied: Alas! 
my friend, of what ſervice can my preſence be to a warfar- 
ing church? I can be of no ſervice at all. But I know that 


he who hath choſen, purchaſed, and ſanctified it, will ſafely 
keep it, and every individual member of it, to the perfect day: 
for of all whom the Father hath given to the Mediator, he 


hath not loſt, he will not loſe any thing; no, not the weakeſt, 


or the moſt contemptible; for all, all ſhall be gathered ſafe 


the glory-fold, 


| Bur give the immortal love of a dying woman to our 


fellow-church-members, and tell them from me, that it is 


the laſt requeſt of their dying friend, that they live at a 
greater diſtance from the world. There is, alas! too much, 


by far too mach likeneſs betwixt the precious children of 


God and the children of the world. Some of them, in a 
manner very unbecoming them, court the fantaſtical ho- 
nours, and others ſeem too eagerly to thirſt after the periſh- 
ing and unſatisfactory riches, of this tranſitory and deluſive 


world, which, if they could obtain, would all 4% their beauty 
on a dying day. And others of our friends there are, who 
but too, too much delight in the vain and empty pleaſures 
of the fleſh, which at beſt are no more than an aereal dream; 
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But O! tell them from me, that the honours of life are 
lighter than chaff, and will all be driven away by the breath 
ok Jehovah's fan, when he comes to purge his floor; then, 
my friends, they will appear lighter than nothing, and alto- 


gether vanity. O that they conld be perſuaded that gold 


and ſilver is one of the moſt dangerous burdens that a Chriſ- 
tian poſſibly can carry: the love of money is the root of 
all evil. They will never repent when they come to a death- 
bed, that they are not rich and cannot leave fortunes for 
their children, Tell them, that if the Almighty, in his 


wiſdom, ſees that riches are for their good, he will, in his 


benevolence, beſtow them without their immoderate care, 
or without injuring their minds in the leaſt. O let Chriſ- 
tians beware of accounting gain to be godlineſs. Tell them 


from me, that the purſuit of worldly plcaſure is the certain 


way to diſhonour their God, and deſtroy the peace of their 


own fouls. O perſuade them, as Chriſtians, to ſeck the 
things which come from above, where the bleſſed Jeſus 


ſitteth at the right hand of God. Let them know, that con- 
formity to the cuſtoms of the World is highly injurious to 
the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt, and has a natural tendency 
to harden poor ſinners in their rebellion againſt God. When 


they come to a death-bed, as I am now, all thoſe names of 


honour, the eſteem of mankind, and all the comfort which 
ſprings from the poſſeſſion of riches, will vaniſh away as 
empty vapours and ſmoke. Verily, all things here below are 
vanity. The divine religion of the ever-loving and ever- 
lovely Jeſus, is the one thing needful; the only thing that 
will yield ſatisfaction on a dying day, 


FIDELI 4 3 exhauſted her ſtrength, remained a 
conſiderable time ſilent, and Veratio turned himſelf toward, 
and addreſſed me as follows. 5 
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Knay v, Novitio, that Fidelia was daughter to a a worthy 
tradeſman named Philalet hes, one who was a conſtant lover, 
and a punctual obſerver of truth, as all that dealt with him 
would readily teſtify, Philalethes was parent to a nume- 
rous offspring, whom he carefully inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of religion. As ſoon as. his tender infants began to 
liſp forth their innocent and child. like prattlings, he uſed 


to deal with them as rational creatures, and ſtudied to im- . 
preſs their minds with a ſenſe of the greatneſs and omni- 


preſence of God, and particularly of the purity of his na- 
ture, and his utter averſion to ſin. It was his conſtant 
cuſtom to maintain regularly at a certain hour twice a day 
the worſhip of God in his family, at which he took'care that 
no buſineſs, however urgent, ſhould hinder the attendance 


of either children or ſervants, accounting it his honour, as 
he found it his pleaſure, to go before his family in the wor- 


ſhip of God; and well knowing, that the Almighty de- 
lighteth more in the gates of Zion that in all the dwellings 
of Jacob, he carefully led his whole family duly to attend 


the public worſhip of God, during which he accuſtomed 


his children from their youngeſt years to a decent and be- 
coming gravity in the houſe of prayer ; and as he ſuffered 
no part of the holy ſabbath to be devoted to vain amuſe- 
ments or worldly buſineſs, the morning thereof was chiefly 
employed i in divine worſhip, and in putting his family i in 


mind of the ſolemnity of the ſanctuary ties which they 
were to enter upon; and in the evening his care was to 


improve the ſermons which they had heard, and admini- 


ſter ſuitable inſtructions to the various branches of his fa- 


mily, according to their ſeveral capacities. But well know- 
ing that human endeavours avail but little without the di- 
Flac bleſiog, be was a fervent wreſtler * with God for the 


Gen. xxxii. 24. 


bleſſing 


TT” 


bleſſing, and had the pleaſure of ſeeing that his endeavours 
and prayers were not in vein, as his family, even from their 


younger years, were probably reſtrained from the faſhion- 
able vices which corrupt our youth, and were perfect 


ſtrangers to the brilliance of a ball, and the irreligious en- 
tertaiument of a theatre, In the diſpoſal of his children in 


marriage he was not fo careful about worldly advantages 


as he was ſtrictly nice in his enquiries, whether there was 
a likeneſs 1 in their natural diſpoſition, the viſible appearance 


of real grace in the ſoul, and a harmony in their religious 
ſentiments; well knowing that unleſs a huſband and wife 
are of the ſame opinion, both with regard to doctrine and 
manner of worſhip, there is but little proſpect of that 
union which is ſo eſſential to mutual happineſs. Fidelia he 
married to a worthy young man, of but a ſmall fortune, | 


whoſe name was Fidelio, a mechanical tradeſman, who in 


their younger years ſuſtained ſuch loſſes in trade, as re- 
duced him to the neceftity of fupporting his family by the 
labour of his hands; and no labour he thought too hard 
to ſupport his wife and children whom he fo tenderly loved. 
But as one ſays in a certain place, it ſometimes happens to 


a righteous perſon according to the deſert of the wicked; 
0 it happened to Fidelia, for it pleaſed the Lord a few years 


ſince to take her huſband away at a very ſhort notice, from 


her head, to poſſeſs the heavenly diadem to which he was 
appointed. Her fervent and faithful friend, her diligent pro- 


vider being gone, ſhe found herſelf in a melancholy ſitu- 


ation, left in an inhoſpitable world with three tender and 
beloved infants, one of whom was but juſt weaned from 


the breaſt, But her God, her faithful God, was the object f 


of her truſt; ſhe ſenſibly felt the ſtroke, and was humbled 
under the afflicting diſpenſation; but never, never was the 
grieved Fidelia heard to allege that the almighty Diſpoſer 
dealt hardly with her. Never was ſhe known in a way of 
| murmuring 
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murmuring and impatience to ſay unto God, What ds * 


thou : ? 


Ox the other hand, ſhe was careful to know whether ſhe 


had not purchaſed the afiliftion to herſclf by an over-eſteem 
for, and to much dependence on, her huſband ; thereby 
with-holding a part of her heart from, and infringing her 


duty of full dependence on God. In the times of her 


dec peſt diſtreſs ſhe was wont thus to reaſon: I know, yea 
I am fully perſuaded, that the Lord afflicteth not willingly | 
there muſt be a need be before he is pleaſed to apply the 


rod, Inſtead of mourning as one Without hope, her princi- 
pal care was that the diſpenſation might be ſanctified to 


her advantage and growth in grace, that ſhe might live 
more upon, and reſt more ; fully in, the Saviour who died 
for her. Fidelia was a woman who knew well how to plead 
a promiſe in the time of need; ſhe was always but weak in 


body, but a powerful wreſtler at the throne of grace; ſhe 
was ſhy in courting, and modeſt in receiving favours from 


man, bur at the throne of God ſhe was importunate and 
would not take a denial. Her circumſtances being very low 


after the death of her huſband, ſhe was brought to the ne- 
ceſſity of living by faith in a promiſing God, even for 
hers and her childrens daily ſuſtenance, which I aſſure you 
is far from being the eaſieſt part of the exerciſe of faith. 


Dis TREsT Fidelia is uſed to comfort herſelf in reſlect- 
ing upon the regard which Jehovah has expreſſed towards 
the poor and needy, and eſpecially his declaring of him- 
ſelf to be a huſband to the widow, a father to the father- 
leſs, and a ſtay to the helpleſs orphan ; * and thus ſhe i is 


wont to to reflect within herſelf, The olorious God, who 
bath ſeen it meet to take away my huſband, hath graciouſly 


promiled to be a huſband to me himſelf; and if he will 


be 
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be a huſband to me, as he hath aid, he will ſurely act the 
part of the beſt of huſbands. The huſband's part is to 
direct, defend, and provide for his ſpouſe, and all this the 
Lord hath promiſed he will do for the widow who truſts 
in him. This is agreeable to the tenor of the promiſes in 
general, and in particular to that ſaluary word on which 

be hath cauſed me to hope, where he hath declared himfelf 
a ſun and a ſhield to his people. Here is light to lead and 
direct, here is heat to influence and quicken me in all my 
languor, and here is a ſhield for latety, a ſhield of protection 
from all enemies outward and inward ; he addeth, I will 
give grace to ſupport under, and to ſanctify affliclons; and, 
when the work is finiſhed, he ſays, I will give g/ory. This 
| life is indeed a life of infinite wants, but here is proviſion 
made againſt them all; for it is added, I will withhold no 
good thing, This is an ample proviſion made for all my 
neceſſities. Great as they are, the grace of the promiſe is 
infinitely greater. Here is conſolatory ſupply for the moſt 
deſolate widow. I will therefore truſt in the Lord, and 
not be afraid; and, ſo truſting, I (hall never be confounded, 
nor ſhall my hope be put to ſhame, This is the ground of 
all my confidence, he encourages the boldneſs of the weak, 
the poor, and needy; but abhorreth the timidity of the 
unbelieving. None are ever condemned for truſting in che 
Lord with a holy boldneſs, in proportion to their neceſlities; 
my neceſſities are great, therefore, O Lord, may my truſt 
in Thee be ſtrong,” —It was thus ſhe was wont to commune 
with her own heart in profitable reflections upon the pro- 
miſes of God, She was likewiſe accuſtomed early to tell 
her children, that now they had no natural father to provide 
for and diſpoſe of them; but that God had declared himſelf 
the Father of the fatherleſs, and ſhe hoped that He would 
be a father to them. Earneſtly did ſhe recommend them 
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to the grace and protection of the divine Shepheid, Abe 88 | 


bears the lambs on his arm, and nouriſheth them in his 
boſom. She prayed, and ſhe hoped that God would be 
the guardian of their infant years, and train them up in his 
own fear, nurture, and admonition, provide for them things 
neceſſary, and diſpoſe of them to the glory both of his pro- 
vidence and grace. Thus her daily prayers were unto the 
Lord, and all her cares were committed unto him; nothing 
doubting, but in the unbounded beneficence of his nature 
he would take ſpecial care both of her and her's. 


Tus ſhe lived in a conſtant reliance on the providence 
and promiſes of God, and was never diſappointed, notwith- 
ſanding her faith was frequently tried as with fire; and 
now ſhe is a dying, could I paint to you the holy joys of 
her elevated ſoul; if you were poſſeſt of all the wealth of 
the Indies, Novitio, you would, willingly part with it, if it 
were poſlible that you could exchange your condition for 
| ſuch as her's. An explicit narration of Fidelia's experience 
would be of more uſe to the church of Chriſt, than the 
voluminous elaborate works of many a learned doctor, who 
hath not had the ſame experience ; for there hath been 
more religion in one week of her life, than in thirty years 
preaching of ſome who are called maſters in Iſrael. And 
now, Novitio, that you may know that God is not aſhamed 
of the meaneſt of his ſaints, I have a' mind once more to 
give you a view of the immaterial world; thereby you wilt 
ſce that the angels of God do not Ss her becauſe of 
her poverty. 


Tuts faid, he again in his uſual manner ſo ſtrengthened 
my viſual ray, that inſtantly I ſaw that the place was filled 
with the heavenly hoſts, who unweariedly miniſtred to the 


dying 


| 72 9 55 A 4 8 I 0 N. 10g 
\ [dying x woman; auch he, notwithſtanding in the embraces 

of DEATH, was fo tranſported with holy joy, that ſhe for- 
got the pains of dying. 80 fervently glowed the ſeraphic 
b in her heart, and in ſuch profuſion the joys of ap- 
* proaching eternity were poured into her ſoul, that all ſen- 


ſation of pain ſeemed to be gone. By this time the lamp 


of nature only glimmering in the ſocket, ſhe lay ſupinely 
| ſtretched on her bed, longing and waiting for the diſſolving 


moment; and ſo long as her voice continued articulate ſne 


diſpepſed inſtructions to her friends, adoring the riches of 
—dlefting, redceming, and regenerating love. At laſt, per- 
SN that nature's ſparks were almoſt quite extinguiſhed, 
With 755 ſublimely elevated, and holy triumph ſmiling on 


* 
1 
| 


her cqntaance, with a voice which could ſcarcely be heard, 


 ſhenaid, 0 Come, Father, come ; Thou knoweſt Jam waiting 
hy command.“ And in a few moments after ſhe quietly 
departed, and her glorified foul joined in fellowſhip with the 


. miniſters off heaven, formerly her inviſible attendants; and 
now fiſt as thought, they carry her to the bliſsful regions 


of eternal day : there ſhe was received with joyful accla- 
- mations by all the hoſts of the heaven of heavens; and the 
ever · adorable Redeemer pronounced her bleſſed, ſaying, 
1 Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord; thou haſt been faithful over a few 


things, thereiore thou ſhalt be ruler over many.” On which 


I thought ſhe'was crowned with immortality, and inveſted 
with all the won hes of glory. As I was gazing on the 
unutterable glorgs of the heavenly world, my beloved ſleep 
departed from ſhe, the unwelcome morniag ruſhed in upon 
me, and bergFed me of the ſweet delights I kad enjoyed 
in the night. es 
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